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For more than 30 years...

KEEPING
EMPLOYEES

ON THE JOB

IS OUR JOB.

& Work Injury Medical Care:

Xeray, Lab Servi uturing as needead
= F "'|:|-:,'.'_-,|'|'|' ent Ph -.-Eil;F.|E.
= OT Oriver Medical Certification Exams

# O5HA Required Medical Surveillance Exams

» Training CPR, First Aid, AED, BBP When a worker is injured, recovery is important teo all
5 invalved.

s OSHA & DOT Regulatory sliance Assistance

Travel Medicine Clinic For more than 30 years, Pottstown Hospital’s Occupational
Health and Cutpatient Rehab programs have provided a
range af cua Y, I'l.'.lf\.T-E:HE!-\.'.'I'u'E. Fr‘:f—i.'.lq red services 1o
Tri-County area employers and their employees.

Chnsite Health Services Awvailable
Cecupational & Physical Thera Py
* Physical Capability Sereenings
We place a strong emphasis an teamwark, communication
and medical management for early case resolution.
Y CARE AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A DAY Car ';'iillﬂ| is to partner w th araa IL-I"'II’—'|ILI_'.-'-J"E bo rinirmize

= Ergonomic Services

injury treatment time, ano to reduce lost work days.

Cwr collaborative approach emphasizes cngeing
communication between the employer, the injured worker
H!'I':I OUr medical provicens

- Pottstown Hospital
1_ TOWER HEALTH

Advancing Health. Transtorming Lives. Crccupational Health
81 Robirzon Street | Pattatawm, P 19464 | 410.326.2300
Fottstown Hospital Occupational Health pettstown. towerhealth,orglocoupationalhealth
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SANATOGA GREENE Vorer Heselis ecf -

Laoxcury Studio, 1 ¢ 2 Bedroom Aparinients
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED SECONDS FROM ROUTE 422

Embrace vacation-inspired living in Sanatoga, Pennsvlvania, Our modern Stadio, 1 & 2 bedroom apart-
ments offer spacious floor plans for rent. This quiet suburban oasts s close (o endless shops, dinlng and
recreation including Philadelphia Premium Ouotlets, Costoe and Samatoga Park. Our Inferioes were
designed to elevate and streamline your day-to-day with feabures that are equal parts form and function,
while carr onsite amenitbes halp vou kick back and relax. Live it up, wind it down or take life at whatever
pace vour desire. Apartments at Sanatoga Greene delivers the Lifestyle you've been searching fo

KEY COMMUTE DISTANCES
* I-tn:l:u"l'ing. P W miles # Downingrbown, PA: 23 miles & I}-.-q."lc.-:l:nwn. P 33 miles
+ King of Prussia, PA: 20 miles & Allentown, PA: 30 miles # Philadelphia, PA: 38 miles

RESORT STYLE LIVING

Apartments at Sanatoga Greene is more than home, Ifs & destination, Plan your next day off
lounging, entertaining or socializing around our luxury community, Take advantage of the
onsite extras:

* 24/7 Fitness Center + Bocce and Pickleball Courts
+ Heated saltwater Pool * Pel Spa
» Outdoor Lounge with TV and Fireplace * Dog Park

UPSCALE FLOOR PLANS - High- End Finishes & Stplish Touches

Create a daily routine vou adore with the contermporary features and upscale finizhes at
Apartments at Sanatoga Greene, Our pel-friendly homes are decked out with the high-style
extras youl need to live vour best life, Our Studio, T & 2 bedroom apartments featuive;

« Dark Stainless Kitchen Appliances + YWood-5iyle Flooring
# Granite Kitchen Countertops + Patins and Balconies with Duxxhack?®
« Two-Tone Kitchen Cabinetey with Soft Mecking

Close Daors + Pet Friendly Layouts

CONTACT US TODAY! - Apartrments at Sanatoga Greene

1001 Dylan M Engel Way « Sanatoga, PA 19464 (Montgomery County)
{610) 991-8562 + www. ApartmentsAtSanatogaGreene.com

H&K Group, Inc. | www.HKGroup.com | ﬁ m a
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CISICK&PLANNING

Connecting You with Financial Freedom
www.CisickPlanning.com

Medical Insurance for Businesses: We assist businesses in selecting and implemeanting
tailored medical insurance plans thal provide comprehensive coverage for employees,

promoting health and well-being in the workpiace, :
Peter Cisick, CLU&, ChFCA® Larry Wukowo

Dental Insurance for Businesses: Our team helps businesses offer denfal insurance
plans to emplyees, coverng routing dental care and procedures (o support oral haalth
and reduce cut-of-pocket costs

Vision Insurance for Businesses: We provide businesses with vision insurance aptions
that cover eye exams, prescriplion eyewsar, and vision correcton sennces for employees,
promecting visual heallh and wellness,

Simple IRAs for Businesses: We help businesses establish Simple IRA= (Savings
Incantive Match Flan for Employess) as an accessible and cost-effective reliremant
savings opticn for employees,

= d01(k])s for Businesses: We assist businesses in selting up and managing 401K}
John “Jdack” Cisick retirement plans 1o help employaes save for retirement and provide a valuable employee Luken Cisick
bBanefil that atlracts and relaing lop talanl

sacunities offerad [hraugh The ON, Equily Sales Company. Member FINRASSIFC, One Financiyl Way, Crcinnati, Onio 43222 (513} 7245764
" Inwestment Advizory Servioes affened through 0N Investment Managemen! Company.

Larmy Yukovic is an indepandent Insurance Agent and is not affilfated with The N, Equity Sales Company or U, Investmani Managemant Company.

503 Reginald Lane, Collegeville, PA 19426 + 610.247.6842 + petercisick@petercisick.com

Contact: Vincent Hope
267-966-7421
Vincent.hope@hopecillc.com
K] https:fiwww.facebook.com/hopecillc

HOPE CAPITAL
INVESTMENTS

Full Service Real Estate
Investment Company

+ Brokerage With Skilled Agents To
Assist Buyers & Sellers,

In-House Construction Team

= Ground Up Construction, Plumbing,
Electrical, Flooring, Painting, Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Efc.

Property Management

* Residential And Commercial Property
Management Greater Philadelphia Area.

After
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Your Generator Experts

PHOTOS BY STEVE LADNER PHOTOGRAPHY

Lisa and Mark Ruhl

nterruptions in electrical power

can be devastating for business

owners. For small to midsize
businesses, average downtime costs
range from $137 to $427 per minute.
For a company with 20 employees
doing $5 million in annual revenue,
downtime can cost as much as
$3,362 per hour, or $27,000 per day.
Nearly half of all data disruptions
cause lost productivity, over
30 percent of outages result in direct
revenue loss, and about 40 percent
lead to brand reputation damage.

The combination of aging infrastruc-
ture and exponentially growing demand
creates perfect storm conditions that
make backup power a necessity, not a
luxury. Unprecedented demand for
electricity — fueled by business and
residential growth and the recent data
center boom —a long with an aging
electric grid vulnerable to climate-driven
weather events, puts businesses and
homeowners in a precarious position.

While all business types can be
negatively affected by power outages,
healthcare-related small businesses —
such as physician practices, dentists,
allied health professionals, and veterinary
services — are especially vulnerable.

A Trusted Solution

The encouraging news is that M.T. Ruhl
Generators has a solution. Recognizing the
diverse needs of different industries,
M.T. Ruhl serves the region exclusively
with Generac commercial generators,
renowned for their customization abilities
and innovative features. M.T. Ruhl has
achieved Generac Power Pro Elite+ dealer
status, offering full-service generator solu-
tions including installation, maintenance,
service, and repair, with flexible financing
available through Synchrony.

"We want to take care of you with your
backup power needs," says company
founder Mark T. Ruhl. "It's not just about
the product — it's about trust, reliability,
and long-term support. We're tried and
true, striving for customer satisfaction
with confidence in quality work and a
long-term partnership approach. We'll be
there when you need us."

ROUTE 422 BUSINESS ADVISOR

422business.com and 422bizmag.com
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Your Generator fj'ﬁerts
610.539.2920 mtruhl.c

GEMERAC
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AUTOMATIC STAMDBY GENERATORS

Ruhl founded the family-owned local
company in 1997 as a residential and
commercial electrical services provider.
Raised on a farm in South Lebanon,
Pennsylvania, where a man's reputation
is built on a handshake and his word,
Ruhl created his company with a value
system based on honesty, integrity,
fairness, and excellence.

"That's the way I was brought up—the
‘must be done and will be done' work
ethic of the farm," Ruhl explains. He
conducts weekly meetings and training
sessions with his staff, encouraging his
technicians to constantly strive to provide
exceptional service. M.T. Ruhl has experi-
enced consistent year-over-year growth
as more businesses and homeowners
recognize that power reliability is no
longer optional — it's essential.

With thousands of clients served over
27 years, M.T. Ruhl has steadily increased
his staff to meet demand. "When clients
call us, they speak to a person, not a
machine," Ruhl says. "We provide old-
fashioned, get-it-done, talk-to-somebody

service."
(Continued on page 9)

Lisa Ruhl, Mark Ruhl and Nathan Ruhl

JANUARY 2026
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Specializing in
providing tailored
solutions that cater

* Remote Monitoring
* Quiet Operation

* Clean Power

* Efficiency

specifically to the

ique demand.
* Durability Your Generator Experts unique demands

of each business.

610.539.2920 mtruhl.com email: mark@mtruhl.com
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(Continued from page 7)

Why Choose
Generac Commercial

Generators
with M.T. Ruhl?

Generac generators stand out for their
reliability, versatility, and advanced
technology. Key features include:

¢ Remote Monitoring: Cellular capa-
bilities allow users to monitor and manage
generators remotely.

¢ Quiet Operation: Quiet-Test™ fea-
ture ensures quieter operation than other
models.

e Clean Power: True Power™ Technol-
ogy delivers best-in-class power quality
with less than five percent total harmonic
distortion.

* Efficiency: Engineered for efficient fuel
consumption, reducing carbon footprint.

¢ Durability: G-Force engine line is
purpose-built for generator use, offering
superior reliability and requiring less rou-
tine maintenance.

As a trusted standby generator
installer in Southeastern Pennsylvania,
M.T. Ruhl isn't just a generator dealer —
it's a legacy built on turnkey solutions
and a passion for empowering homes
and businesses. With nearly 30 years of
dedicated service, M.T. Ruhl specializes
in providing tailored solutions that cater
specifically to the unique demands of
each business.
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Protecting
Your Business

The electric grid faces unprecedented
challenges. Data centers are consuming
electricity at rates that would have
seemed impossible a decade ago, while
the infrastructure serving the region
dates back over 50 years. Even a brief
outage can cost businesses thousands of
dollars per minute. A Generac standby
generator provides immediate protection
against the perfect storm of aging
infrastructure, skyrocketing demand,
and increasingly severe weather events.
Call today for your evaluation and
estimate. Be prepared call today.

M.T. Ruhl is headquartered at 640
Hollow Road, Suite B, Phoenixville, PA
19460. For additional information, call
610.539.2920, email mark@mtruhl.com,
or visit www.mtruhl.com.
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Your Generator Experts

e Residential Installation
e Business Installation
¢ Generac Maintenance
* Generac Service and Repair
¢ Residential Electrical Services
e Commercial Electrical Services
Call 610.539.2920,

email mark@mtruhl.com,
or visit www.mtruhl.com

JANUARY 2026
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FOCUS ON BERKS COUNTY BUSINESS

BERKS
COUNTY'S
ECONOMIC
OUTLOOK
REMAINS
STRONG

Several factors point to an optimistic
outlook for Berks County’s economic
growth in 2026. Berks County has experi-
enced steady population growth,
contributing to a larger workforce. The
unemployment rate in Berks County is
typically lower than the national average,
indicating a healthy job market. Key
industries like manufacturing, healthcare,
and retail, continue to drive economic
stability. The median household income
in Berks County is around $65,000, reflect-
ing economic prosperity. There has been a
rise in small businesses and startups,
fostering innovation and job creation.
Ongoing investments in infrastructure
support transportation and logistics,
enhancing economic development. All-
in-all, the economic outlook for Berks
County remains strong. In this section,
we take a closer look at some successful
Berks County Businesses.

A Tradition of Excellence
for Over 89 Years!

Since it's humble beginnings in 1936,
through good times and bad and
everything in between, Levan Machine &
Truck Equipment headquartered in
Fleetwood, PA, just outside of Reading,
has adapted with the demands of its
customers and expanded its product lines
and services over the years, and today it is
recognized as one of the top 50 businesses
based in Berks County.

Levan Machine and Truck Equipment is
a one-stop, full-service machine shop and
work truck and van upfitter, for all things
related to CNC machining and commercial
vehicle upfitting. Since 1936 their machine
shop has serviced customers throughout
the United States and internationally. From
custom repair and manufacturing machin-
ing and fabricating, to prototyping, to
welding, to completely engineered projects,
Levan Machine and Truck Equipment is a
job shop that specializes in custom work.

In 2010, Levan launched their Commer-
cial Truck Upfit division which services the
commercial and fleet market throughout
Pennsylvania and the northeast. Their highly

qualified, experienced team builds a com-
mercial truck or van specific to your daily
work needs. Whether you need a service,
platform, crane, or dump body, snowplow
or spreader, liftgate, central hydraulic
system, or power take-off (PTO), Levan’s
truck experts are trained to build a truck that
will increase your efficiency and get the job
done safely. They also offer general truck
repair, maintenance, and inspection, plus
they provide after-market truck acces-
sories/parts, including spray liner.

Levan Machine and Truck Equipment
has an extensive selection of truck
products and primarily serves customers
with commercial vehicles from Class 1 up
to Class 8. The team at Levans listens to
their customers before, during and after
the sale is complete. They work hard to
ensure they build a truck to meet your
daily work needs, and if you aren’t sure
what you need, theyll help you figure it
out. Levans has several great relationships
with commerdial auto and truck dealers
and can help facilitate the buying process
too. They specialize in truck bodies, van
solutions, toolboxes, mobile power
solutions, lift solutions, hydraulic systems,
specialty lighting, and crane systems.

YOUR WORK TRUCK & CNC MACHINING DESTINATION!

Turning Visions Into Reality.

NOW OFFERING EXPANDED FIRE. POLICE, & EMS LIGHTING SERVICES.

Wihen you're the first on seansa_ wour lighting isn't & feature—it's &
lifaling. Qur business undecstands the critical nature of reliable,
high-performance safety, including emergency lighting systems
for fire, EMS, and law enforcement.

We don't just install lights, we provide peace of mind. We service
waork safety and emergency lighting too.

Contact our team to build a custom vehicke to fit your daily work
needs, We are happy to service any vehicles in vour fleet too.

¢ gra
LEVAN

!'3‘3. .1!'.‘:5'.'!

1T Pricetown Road, Fleetwond, PA
BlO-9d44-T455 « www levanmmachine oo

Levan Machine & Truck Equipment

As the company continues to expand its
product lines and services, it remains
focused on the fundamentals of providing
exceptional customer service and quality.
“Communication is key,” said Brian Levan,
President and CEO and third-generation
owner. “Listening to and understanding
the customer is the foundation of our
company and our vision for the future. We
have a mindset throughout the company
that every customer is a priority, and really
what it comes down to is we are here to
serve them. We are not just that truck shop
or machine shop. We combine the two.
When we build the custom truck for exactly
what a customer needs, if we can’t buy a
part, we have the full capabilities of machin-
ing or making anything we want and make
it work to what you need,” he said. “We are
also proud to tell our customers that we
service everything we sell,” said Levan.

For additional information, please
call 610.944.7445 and visit www.levan
machine.com.

ROUTE 422 BUSINESS ADVISOR
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Signoture Sigm Inc.

EOLLOW US ON A

Signature Sign Inc.

Signature Sign, Inc. supports customers
in Eastern Pennsylvania, New Jersey,
Delaware, Maryland, and parts of Virginia.
It is headquartered at 926 New Holland
Road in Reading, in a 14,000-
square-foot building that
owner Denny Boyer bought
in 1986. Having been active

A

down signs to changing LED lights and
replacing power supplies, Signature Sign
does it all.

As a custom sign manufacturer,
Signature Sign is UL-
certified. The Underwriter
Laboratories (UL) certifica-
tion indicates that a service

in the sign business for over
53 years, Boyer has accumu-
lated a tremendous amount
of insight and know-how about what does
and doesn’t work with signage. The site is
a stark contrast to the company’s humble
beginnings. It's also evidence of how
resourceful and committed Boyer is to
crafting quality, eye-catching products for
his clients, traits that guarantee both new
and repeat customers.

Boyer not only has the expertise but
also owns the commercial equipment to
carry out service and installation calls.
The business has two service trucks that
go up 40 feet, one that goes up 58 feet and
another that extends 82 feet. If a service
person needs to disconnect and take
down a sign, Boyer has access to a crane
and a lift. From putting up and taking

Signeture Sign Inc,

or product meets local and
federal safety and environ-
mental regulations, and that
the manufacturer follows quality and
safety standards.

Signature Sign is also a member of and
supplier in Pennsylvania’s “COSTARS,”
the Commonwealth’s  cooperative
purchasing program. According to the
Pennsylvania government’'s website,
COSTAR businesses respond to bidding
opportunities on the COSTARS or PA
eMarketplace website. A supplier that
successfully responds to a contract solici-
tation may be awarded a contract.

For additional information about Signa-
ture Sign Inc,, or to schedule an estimate or
service appointment, call 610.775.0851 or
email info@signaturesigninc.com, and visit
https://signaturesigninc.com/

CEMTRE COUMTY HUMARM

118.000 SF ADAPTIVE REUSE
SERYVICES BUILDI MG

ESTABLISHED 1%

ARCHITECTURE |

Muhlenberg Greene Architects

Muhlenberg Greene Architects (MG
Architects), established in 1920, has
been a cornerstone in Berks County,
Pennsylvania, offering comprehensive
architectural design, planning, and
construction management services. The
firm's leadership team embodies a
hands-on approach, ensuring projects
are both innovative and practical.

The three principals at Muhlenberg
Greene Architects—Scott O. Graham,
AIA, LEED AP BD+C, NCARB; Robert B.
Conklin, AIA, NCARB; and James A.
Sarro, AIA, LEED AP BD+C—form an
exceptional leadership team that
seamlessly blends sophisticated, educat-
ed design with deep construction expert-
ise. With decades of combined experi-
ence, they bring a refined architectural
vision rooted in technical precision,
sustainability, and practical buildability.

Scott Graham is a leader in sustainable
design and Building Information
Modeling, ensuring projects are forward-
thinking and environmentally responsi-
ble. Robert Conklin’s extensive experi-
ence in documentation and construction
administration makes him a vital link

between concept and execution, fostering
strong relationships with contractors. Jim
Sarro’s expertise in adaptive reuse and
municipal planning brings a unique
perspective that balances historical
integrity with modern functionality.

Together, they champion a collabora-
tive and construction-friendly approach,
ensuring that each project is as structural-
ly sound and efficiently built as it is
aesthetically compelling.

In recent developments, MG Architects
has relocated to a permanent office at 1268
Penn Avenue, Wyomissing, PA 19610.
This strategic move enhances their ability
to serve the local community and
underscores their commitment to the
region. The new location offers a central-
ized base for clients and staff, facilitating
better collaboration and accessibility. This
transition marks a significant milestone in
the firm's century-long history, reinforc-
ing their dedication to shaping the built
environment of Berks County.

For those seeking a collaborative and
experienced architectural partner, MG
Architects invites you to contact them to
discuss your upcoming project needs.

JANUARY 2026
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FOCUS ON BERKS COUNTY BUSINESS

| LUDGATE
=" ENGINEERING

Established 1975 CORPORATION
ENGINEERS - SURVEYORS = LAND PLANNERS

Call 610-404-7330
www.ludgate-eng.com

i

10 Vanguard Drive, Suite 100, Reading, PA 19606

610-689-9200

info@reppertscandy.com

wiww. reppertscandy.com
Large sefection of

new products!

B ik =bres s | iy s

EHELET I I
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Open Daily 10-6
Oriling sales & curbside pickup!

27058 W. Philade/phia Ave., Olay, PA 19547

Need Help for a Business

For Free, Confidential Assistance from e
Experienced Business Owners and s 1 :"
Executives ... . |

Call on SCORE TriCounty

SCORE TriCownty, serving Wastern Montgomery,
Morthern Chester and Eastern Barks countieg.

Call 610-237-2673 or visit score.org/tricounty
We are there for vou and your business

Hollenbach Constru C.

As a third-generation family-owned
company, Hollenbach Construction, Inc.
celebrated its 57th anniversary on April 1,
2025. From our modest beginnings in
1968 to becoming the professional, full-
service, award-winning company we are
today, our mission to develop and deliver
strategic client focused solutions to meet
facility needs and go ONE STEP BEYOND
for our clients has not changed.

Hollenbach’s services include a wide
range of commercial project types such as
industrial, institutional, healthcare, retail
and religious. From minor renovations to
building additions, to new multi-million-
dollar facilities, we have experience with

projects of all sizes. We are also an
Authorized Dealer of Varco Pruden pre-
engineered metal buildings. Hollenbach
Construction, Inc. can take you from
constructability review and budget
pricing all the way to building occupancy
and project completion.

We invite you to visit our website
www .hollenbach.com and check out the
current projects we are working on. You
can contact Timothy Little, President or
Stephanie Hollenbach by calling
610.367.4200 and let them know how
Hollenbach Construction can help you
with your construction project and take it
from conception to completion.

Reppert’s Candy

Reppert’s Candy has a sweet history
and long-standing tradition of providing
fine chocolates since Floyd and
Dorothy Reppert founded the company
in 1945. In 1978, the Reppert’s decided to
retire and sold the business to Larry and
Jean Schell. Today, the business remains
in the Schell family, and Keith Schell is
the current owner.

Reppert's Candy, operating out of a
12,000 square foot facility in Oley
Township, now offers more than 65
varieties of candy and approximately 200
different style chocolate molds. Reppert's
Candy retail store is filled from end to
end with seasonal chocolate decorative
pieces, Halloween candy, and
Thanksgiving treats. From full-size jack-
o-lanterns, turkeys and cornucopias to
chocolate and marshmallow ghost pops,
the variety of seasonal treats will get you
in the autumn spirit! The retail store’s
transition from Autumn to Christmas
begins at Thanksgiving and lasts through
the new year. Chocolate tree ornaments
and custom packaged party favors are

just a few examples of the hundreds of
seasonal treats you will find at Reppert’s
retail store.

Reppert’s also offers custom chocolates
for your wedding favors and gifts for the
wedding party, bride or even the groom.
Reppert’s can offer custom molds, custom
packaging and plenty of options. Call
them so they can learn how to make
your special day even sweeter. You can
reach them at 610.689.9200 or email:
info@reppertscandy.com.

Reppert's Candy is located at 2708 W.
Philadelphia Ave., Oley, PA 19547. For
additional information, please visit:
www.reppertscandy.com.

ROUTE 422 BUSINESS ADVISOR 422business.com and 422bizmag.com
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HOLLENBACH
CONSTRUCTION, INC,

Celebrating
a7 Yoars of

“ONE STEF BEYUND™

ﬂ\“\'ﬁﬁ\\\‘ﬂhﬁ\'ﬂ&:

Main Street Financial Partners
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Fefore Construction

(L fEp

After Copstruction

= Commercial - ndustna

166 Holly Rd., F.O. Bax 507
Bovertown, PA 12512

Fhone: 610-367-4200

Fan: B10-367-1020

amail: titlei@hollanbach. com
www hollenbach.com

Berks Digital Inc.

A family-owned business founded in
2005, Berks Digital has grown and contin-
ues to invest in the state-of-the-art printing
technologies, including computerized
large format cutting by COLEX® for
custom shape cutting of signs, displays
and added automation and accuracy in
finishing. Berks Digital was the recipient of
the 2020 Greater Reading Chamber
Alliance Entrepreneurial Award.

Offerings include small format printed
materials that businesses use, such as

brochures, flyers and postcards. Large-
format printing includes banners,
displays, decals and store signage. “With
a focus on quality and customer service
our customers rely on our expertise to
make print buying pleasant and afford-
able.”

Berks Digital Inc. is located at 2620
Hampden Boulevard, Reading, PA 19604.
For additional information, please call
610.929.1200 and visit www.berks
digital.com.

Ludgate Engineering

Engineering for Land Development

Ludgate Engineering has provided
civil engineering for land development
since the company was

nor shall the plan compromise the
Architect's vision of the development.
Each site plan deals with the

founded by Bob Ludgate Sr. in

I impacts of traffic management

1976. Although rules and W £

regulations have changed, the — [Z]

and parking layout. Managing

LE
Sl stormwater for drainage and

planning process still deals with ~ [*#5

flood prevention often governs

the several impacts imposed by

the design. Bringing sewer,

almost all development plans.

water, and other utilities to the

While the site civil engineer

provides plans to identify and offset or
mitigate impacts, the Engineer must do
so in a way that does not impede the
essential functions the site shall provide,

site can present difficult
problems for the Engineer to solve.
Ludgate Engineering Corporation is
headquartered at 10 Vanguard Drive,
Suite 90, Reading, PA 19606; 610.404.7330.

ALWAYS LIFT,

The ket

Posters + Mailings » Business Cards
Folders * Booklets * Programs
Large Format * Banners * Vehicle Graphics
Office Wall and Window * Decals
Signs * Small Runs and Bulk Orders

- T

agine it.
Design it.
Print it.

20

YEARS

610.929.1200 + BerksDigital.com
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Helping Your Business
Bank on a Smile;

since 1873, business owners have counted
on JBT to help them buikd, improve, acouire,
and streamline. JBT's combination of persona
senice and easy-to-use Business
Solutions ane helping more peaple
Bank on & Smife* every day.

Fiercepreneurs |:gf
®

You're Losing Hours Every Week

Not because you're lazy — because you're doing
averything yourself, Answaring the same questions.
Following up late, Missing leads while you sleep.

The Al Sprint changes thal. In 45 minutes
you'il walk away with:

« & map of where your time is lkeaking
s & live assisiant thet handles repeat guestions
« 3 custom Al prompis bailt far YOLr business

Deb Spence
deb@debspence.com
fiercepreneur.com/application

If this sessfon doesn't free your
time or sharpen your process,
vou still keep the plan and fools!

« A 7-day plan 1o gal your hours - and your peace - back

3 FIERCE Al TIPS TO START 2026
WITH CLARITY AND CONTROL

By Deborah Ann Spence,
Fiercepreneur

January isn’t about start-
ing over. It’s about get-
ting honest. You made it
through another year of
hustle, headaches, and
hard lessons. But this
[—|- time, youre not drag-
| ME[IEARTENT  oing chaos into the new
OSSR Gne. Thisis the year you

lead with clarity — and let Al do the
heavy lifting.

Let’s start right where every smart
business owner should...

1. Clean Your Data Like Your Future
Depends on It (Because It Does)

You can’t build a fierce business on
messy numbers, lost contacts, and
guesswork.

Before you add another Al tool or
automation, clean house. Delete
duplicate clients, fix your contact lists,
label every lead, and organize your files.

Al can't fix disorganization — it only
amplifies it. When your data is clean,
you can finally see patterns: where the
money’s coming from, where you're
leaking time, and which clients are gold
versus drama.

This is the foundation of your freedom.

Fierce Truth: You can’t automate
what's broken. Get your house in order,
then scale like a pro.

2. Stop Waiting for Perfect — Start
Experimenting Now

The biggest mistake I see? Waiting for
the “right moment.” There isn’t one.
While you're hesitating, other businesses
are testing, tweaking, and learning how to
use Al to save hours and boost revenue.

You don’t need to master it all — just
pick one real problem. Automate your
follow-ups, your social posts, or your
client intake. Start small. Track results.
Improve it next week.

Insanely Clean Carpets®

Seays Cheaner, Longer
Mo Soaps, No Shampoos
MNo Rexidue”

Carpets Dry Faster

610-321-4040

mm-:m

Momentum beats perfection every
single time.

Fierce Truth: Fear keeps you still.
Action builds your edge.

3. Use Al to Amplify Your Humanity
— Not Replace It

Al isn’t here to make your business
cold — it's here to make it clearer. Use it
to take over the repeat tasks that drain
you. Let it write drafts, schedule
messages, and respond to basic
questions. Then show up with your full
energy when it counts — with your
voice, your story, and your heart.

Your people don’t want perfect. They
want present.

Fierce Truth: Automate the work.
Never automate the connection.

Final Thought

This year isn't about chasing trends
— it’s about taking control. Clean your
foundation. Start messy. Lead with
heart. AI doesn’t replace your vision —
It magnifies it. You've already proven
you can grind. Now prove you can
grow — with strategy, with systems,
and with peace.

This is the year you
get fierce, not frantic.

LPHOLSTERY TRE & SR 00T
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INSTAGRAM IN 2026

SociAL Mepia Tips
By Theresa Mintzer
Use Instagram insights
to better understand
your audience and
how your content is
performing. Review-
ing metrics like reach, interactions, and
follower growth will help you make in-
formed decisions about what to post more
of and what to adjust. If you're a local busi-
ness, follower demographics are espe-
cially helpful for confirming you'e
reaching the right people in your area.

In 2026, Reels continue to be the
strongest driver of growth, while
carousels are key for engagement and
saves. You don’t need viral stunts. Focus
on clear, helpful, or inspiring content for
your audience. Consistency matters more
than perfection. Posting a few times a
week consistently will outperform
sporadic bursts of content.

Use Insights on individual posts to
identify what's working. Look for
patterns you can repeat. SEO-friendly,
keyword-rich captions and niche hashtags
are essential, and adding alt text improves
accessibility and discoverability.

To save time, use ChatGPT to
brainstorm content ideas. For example:

Prompt: “Give me 5 Reel ideas for a
local business focused on spring refresh.”

Post example: A Reel showing a
before-and-after with text overlay: “One
small change that makes a big difference.”

Instagram should feel approachable,
have fun with it.

Need support? I offer social media
coaching to help you stay consistent and
confident. Visit mintzersolutions.com to
learn more and schedule a session.

AudioNovaid
Yburheaﬁng,
your way!.

EXPERT HEAI*$
Evia il ULATICNS =

PERSONALIZED
. SOLUTIONS &

RISK-FREE =
TRIALS

One simple visit to an AudioNova hearing clinic can nnz:d'

anly help get your hearing back, but part of your life back.

HEARING HEALTH
AudioNova () | ConNECTION

1800 E. High St., Suite 330 « Pottstown, PA
610-326-3044

IME OFFER - EXPIRES SOON!

LIMITED

GET
UPTO
the purchase

*500 OFF

f a pair of hearning aids”

T 0

PF'-'H' l‘ﬂHTHﬂi!.

llﬂ"
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TKO Pest Control Inc. provides solutions
rather than random efforts by using the
most environmentally friendly and effective,
state-of-the-art materials and techniques
available to the pest control industry today.

Please call for an inspection and
needs assessment for your
home or place of business.

MICE: The uninvited house guest
= Can cause fires by gnawing on wires
* Can contaminate food and food prep areas

« Can spread diseases such as hantavirus,
salmonella, and listeria

= One pregnant female ¢an produce up to 60 babies
in ene year if left untreatad

JANUARY 2026
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...because we're

NEW YEAR, NEW YOU:
SIMPLE STEPS FOR A STRONG START

Provided by GYMGUYZ Main Line &
Montgomery County

The start of a new year brings fresh
energy—and the perfect opportunity to
make your health a priority. Whether
you're just beginning your fitness journey
or ready to level up, the key is consisten-
cy, not perfection.

Here are three ways to start strong and
stay on track this January.

1. Start Small and Stay Steady: Don’t
overwhelm yourself with extreme resolu-
tions. Begin with manageable goals—like
committing to three workouts per week
or a 20-minute daily walk. Building
momentum through small wins keeps
motivation high and habits sustainable.

2. Make Fitness Convenient: If getting
to the gym is a struggle, bring the gym to
you. Mobile personal training services
like GYMGUYZ make it easy to stay
consistent by coming directly to your
home with all the equipment and person-
alized guidance you need. No commute,
no excuses!

3. Track Progress and Celebrate Wins:
Whether it's improved endurance, better
sleep, or more energy—track your

progress and celebrate it. Acknowledging
even the smallest achievements keeps
you focused and inspired to keep going.

Make This the Year You Commit to You.
The best transformations happen one
workout, one meal, and one choice at a
time. Stay consistent, stay patient, and let
this be the year you thrive.

Because 80% of
people who have a
gym membership,

don't use it.

WE DRIVE THE GYM
10

YOU.

SEEUS 100AY T0 BOOK o
COMPLIMENTARY FITNESS ASSESSMENT

(484) 214-2162 If in B 5% | gymguyz.com/king-of-prussia

YMGCUYZ

ROUTE 422 BUSINESS ADVISOR
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TIPS —WELLNESS PROGRAMS

By Brad Palmer,
President, The
Conestoga Group, Inc.
Under the “New Norm”
in Employee Benefits,
Wellness Programs are
extremely
popular and appreciated by employees.
Happy employees can create happy em-
ployers. While there are organizations now
selling Wellness Program services, there are
many basic steps that can be provided free
of charge using tools provided by your

becoming

insurance company if your broker points
them out.

Stage 1 - Knowledge & Understand-
ing: The first step is to help employees
understand terminology in both health
insurance and personal financial manage-
ment. Key health insurance terms are:

* Aggregate Deductible

* Embedded Deductible

¢ Coinsurance

¢ Out of Pocket Maximum

¢ Plan Types HMO, EPO, PPO, DPOS

& HDHP

* Balance Billing

e EOBs

* FSA vs HSA Rollover Rules

(Continued on page 18)

COMING SOON T0 99 BRIDGE STREET

-
SUITE LIFE
Lualios

PRIVATE, LUXURY STUDIOS ON
LOWER LEVEL OF PHOENIXCROSSING

Designed for salon, beauty, spa, health
and wellness professionals who are
ready to elevate their careers.

For leasing info visit:

SUITELIFE-STUDIOS.COM
or Call 610-368-0122

Lumber

BUILDING MATERIALS CENTERS

NDOW STOCKING A FULL LINE OF

il

POWER TOOLS

3171 Morgantown Road, Mohnton, PA
Mon- Fri 6:30am - 4:30pm + Sat 8am -12pm

LezzerLumber.com

JANUARY 2026
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WELLNESS PROGRAMS
(Continued from page 17)

ONDM s H ' | Y F” I ; I ! Key financial terms include: ¢ Budget Calculators
4 e Risk Tolerance We provide videos to explain these
A 5 5.0 G Lot E B Bl R e Risk Exposure tools and self-assessments, as well as one-

Manaagasres B Buildars e Risk Profile on-one reviews, virtual or in person, atno
8 - charge. When needed, we will refer

e Asset Allocation Diversification h
clients to wellness consultants.

¢ Rebalancing
. Stage 3 — Consulting & Competition:
Mo ol Construc e Shares Based Investin 8 8 p
Uota Center / Mission Critical Fruchon eD e?;rteli/lafaegem;/: 8 Some employers like to have consultants
i i 7 ive virtual or i tati
Cemmercial / Industriol Construction * Budget Management BIVe VI OF I person pressiations on

topics such as nutrition, debt manage-

In addition to terminology, there are  ment, stress management, weight loss
many new services employees should  management, and how to develop
understand that are offered by the insur-  personal nutrition and exercise programs.

ance and investment companies: Presentations explain items such as how
¢ Alternative Care Sources two-mile walks have almost as much
* Specialty Pharmacies value to one’s health as two-mile runs.
o Healthcare Coaches Wellness companies can also help
e Guaranteed Retirement Income establish and manage Qualified Wellness
e Secure 2.0 Roth Rules Programs where employees are given

positive (or negative) incentives to do
important things such as annual routine

Stage 2 - Self-Assessment: Onceem-  phygicals and cessation of tobacco use.
ployees better understand how health and They can also create fun competitions such
financial wellness can be accomplished, ¢ daily walks which can include many

they can complete Self-Assessmentsusing  her businesses throughout the area.
tools provided by both their insurance

S10-144-170% _ company and their retirement plan com-

Age-Based vs Risk Based Portfolios

At The Conestoga Group, Inc, we
. i welcome any inquiries you might have on
pany. Some of.the tools include: how we can help promote wellness. Our
* Health Risk Assessment website is www.cgiadvisors.com and I can
¢ Cost Estimators be reached at bpalmer@cgiadvisors.com or
¢ Retirement Funding Analysis 610.854.1420.

ohainc.com

STAGE 1: Healthcare Knowledge & Understanding

¢ Basic Healthcara Terminology
» Balance Billing

« EDB Access

o Altermative Care Sources

= Speclalty Pharmacies

The New Norm + MoaiEheare Coathes

n

WE"I‘IEEE Prﬂgramﬁ @ STAGE 1: Financial Knowledge & Understanding
Employers today nesd help acheeving health and financial . b.w.- ¢ Investment Terminology
vealireess amang their emplovess, Brokers should be abie o * Risk Managemeant
provide services to help employees deal with good health, * Assel Allocation
reduced stress, retiwement funding, weight loss, and other topics = Rebalancing
considered Stage 1 of Wellness Programs. Stage 2 tools help « Shares-Based Investing
employees asiess thals personal situation. Wellhess consuliants « Budget Management

can help with Stage 3 or enhancements to Stages 1 & 2

The TAGE 2: -4
CONESTOGA BT SR

GROURE v

« Health Risk Assessmant
« Healthears Cosl Estirmabars
Retirement Funding Analysis

wrw coiadvisors.com * Budget Calculators
(610) BEg-9500
B0 Swadeslord Road STAGE 3: Consulting & Compatition
Frazer, PA 19355 »  Corsuliatve Proveniaiiors such as Netribion
idc-ogiadvisors.com = Wellness incentves § Compatitions
Fapc insurard e Producs and Sared el Sitered TRrough The Canesrage Sraup, Ine. 0p dpanes are Emploaas
10l e & Tribeer Quaalitisd B an fifvmney Secerns Citarsd Thenogh G Pion Achwsors, Ine o Aegic seed mvaeat mesee Svisoar
dipgllh feglvs ory Serees Srpyclen Dy Clal Wewdly Adwisory, doc,, 3 Begmisred irvesbend gy g
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THE POWER

OF NEGATIVITY:

WELCOME TO THE DARK SIDE
OF LEADERSHIP

By Lana Potgieter,
Lighthouse
Leadership Coaching
& Development

T once worked as a tour
guide on a De Beers
diamond mine on the west
coast of South Africa. It
was an alluvial mine — the
diamonds weren'’t formed there. They had been
created deep inland under unimaginable heat
and pressure, then carried over centuries by
rivers and floods to the coast and into the
Atlantic Ocean.

By the time they reached us, theyd
travelled through chaos: erosion, storms,
shifting riverbeds, relentless current. No
diamond arrives in a jewelry box.

Leadership is much the same.

We love to celebrate resilience, grit,
creativity under pressure, problem-solving,
and optimism. We list them proudly on
leadership profiles and company values.
But we often forget a very simple truth:

If you want the diamond, you have to accept
the pressure. If you want resilience, you have to
accept the hardship that forms it.

You Can’t Have the “Up"”
Without the “Down”
We know this instinctively from the
metaphors we use:
e You can’t have a rainbow without the rain.
* A plane cannot take off without wind resist-
ance.
* Smooth seas never made a skilled sailor.
Yet in business, we tend to treat
anything “negative” as something to
eliminate or fix as quickly as possible:
e A difficult season in the market? “How
do we get back to normal?”
¢ A tough employee conversation? “How
do I avoid conflict?”
e A failed project? “How do we make
sure this never happens again?”
(Continued on page 20)

@ STCNtech

Let the TechSperts get
yourTech DONE!

Security as a Service plans can
help you BEAT RANSOMWARE
and SECURE YOUR DATA!

Today‘s Technology Service
providers are no longer just about
supporting your tech.,

Qur TechSperts keep your doors
- open and keep you in business with
our advanced tools and expertise!
Call us now to learn how!

==
"
S
L

CLEAR YOUR CLARITY DEBT" 2026
FOR GROWTH-MINDED BUSINESS OWNERS

B TURHN 2025 REGRETS INTO CLEAR DECISIONS
®m SET 2-3 STRATEGIC SHIFTS FOR 2026

® LEAVE WITH A SIMPLE, SHAREABLE FOCUS PLAN

T &

Ili.lll!lt}l SE (@/[J ADERSHIP
LK f IEVELOPMER
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YOUR TRI-COUNTY

HANDYMAN

Renovations, Repairs & Handywork...
Done Right.

Basament & Bathroom Rensvatons

Dack imstaliation & Raplarpmnnr

Small Cammercial Oftice Fir Outs
Jema Spotuse, Dhenan
23+ Yomars &f Exprar s,
Fuly Licersed & Insured in PG

Cailing Fan Ireallation B Light Repaing
General Handyman Jobs

5VS S CONTRACTING  Peove 610207 9eas

Badt a4 Baperkence. Racked oy T stEﬂl‘l‘tI"IEﬂl'lg.Eﬂm

Mo matter your tax situation, we're here to help
make Tax Season a reason to celebrate.

Maka an Appointmant.

434 MAIN 5T
ROYERSFORD, PA 19468 | 610-248-7110

H&R
BLOCK

GROW YOUR CIRCLE & YOUR |
BUSINESS CONNECTIONS

With ormaning womean
af the Bedtelosm Seeti

Becky Supplee

Pottstown, PA Managing Director

supplesdi@comcasi.nat
(215) 234-4918

:'I

e TIE IS AL &

THE POWER OF NEGATIVITY
(Continued from page 19)

But if you remove every form of difficul-
ty, you also remove the very conditions
that grow the leader you say you want to
be — and the team you say you want to
build.

* You cannot develop resilience without
disappointment.

® You cannot develop courage without
risk.

* You cannot develop wisdom without
mistakes.

We want the attributes without the
apprenticeship.

The Dark Side Is Not
the Enemy

Let's be clear: I'm not glorifying
burnout, abuse, or chaos. There’s enough
of that in the world already.

The “dark side” of leadership I'm
talking about is the unavoidable reality of:
e Hard decisions where no option is
perfect
¢ Financial pressure and uncertainty
* Letting people go
* Saying “no” to good ideas to protect
the best ones

* Owning your part in failure

* Leading when you don’t yet have all
the answers

We often experience these as signs that
something is “wrong with us” as leaders:

“If T were a better leader, I wouldn’t
feel this anxious.”

“If our culture were stronger, we
wouldn’t have this conflict.”

“If I really knew what I was doing, this
wouldn’t be so hard.”

What if that's backwards? What if
those very moments are not proof of your
incompetence, but proof that you're on
the frontier of your growth?

Reframing Negativity as
Raw Material
On the mine, no one looked at the
muddy gravel coming off the conveyor
belt and said, “What a mess — what a
failure.” That “mess” was the work. The
value was hidden in it.

In your leadership, the “mess” often
looks like:

e A project that missed its targets
¢ A key hire that didn’t work out

e Tension between high-performing
team members

e A strategy that looked brilliant on
paper and fell flat in practice

The question isn't, “How do I avoid
this forever?” The question is, “How do 1
mine this?”

Here are three practical shifts:

1. From “This shouldn’t be happen-
ing” to “What is this forming?” Ask: If I
treat this as training instead of punishment,
what am 1 being trained for? Patience?
Clearer expectations? Better risk assess-
ment? Stronger boundaries?

2. From “Who's to blame?” to “What
can we build from this?” Blame keeps
you stuck in the past. Ownership and
learning move you into the future. Invite
your team into a debrief that sounds like:

“What did we assume that wasn't true?
What did we learn about our market, our
systems, or ourselves?”

3. From “I must be failing” to "I am
forming”: Diamonds form under
extreme conditions over time. So do
leaders. Give yourself permission to be in
process, not perfect.

Leading Your Team Through
the Dark Side
Your team watches not just what you
celebrate, but when you disappear. If you

ROUTE 422 BUSINESS ADVISOR 422business.com and 422bizmag.com
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EARTH

ENGINEERING
INCORPORATED

ij techwical Eugmefrc &G epfﬂgas s
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WE MAKE

TECHNOLOGY
WORK FOR PEOPLE.

ﬁtmwtar lT

| Emﬂﬂri‘rﬂcﬂuw ',.»“.’

| MANAGED IT SERVICES '

stronger Results

Construction Inspaction &
Testing

Subsurface Investigations
Geotechnical Design
Stormwater Infiltration Testing

Carbonate Site Assessments
Environmental Site Assessmants

Clean Fill Testing
Laboratory Scils Testing

Loy alag: §20- A6 F-1F40

and Remediation
www.earthengineering.com
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QUALITY * COMMITMENT * PERFORMANCE

only show up as the upbeat, positive,
“we’ve got this!” leader when things are
going well — and withdraw, blame, or
panic when things go dark — your people
learn that:

* Negativity is dangerous

¢ Problems must be hidden

e Struggle is shameful

Instead, you can model a different
message:

e “This is tough. We didn’t expect this —
but this is where we get better.”

e “Were not going to sugarcoat the
challenge, but we are going to face it
together.”

o “We will use this season to clarify what
really matters and what no longer
serves us.”

That doesn’t make the pressure
pleasant. But it makes it purposeful.

The Invitation:
Embrace the Necessary Dark

If youre reading this as a business
owner or executive who feels like you're
in the dark side right now — maybe 2025
didn’t go entirely as planned, you may
have regrets or frustrations, markets
shifting, staff issues, cash flow pressure,
personal fatigue — let me offer you this:

Nothing is wrong with you because it's
hard. Difficulty is not disqualifying you.
It may be forming you.

If you want to be known as resilient,
strategic, grounded, courageous — then
the conditions youTe in right now are
likely the very ones that will grow those
qualities in you.

Diamonds don’t form in daylight.
They form in the deep, under pressure,
long before anyone sees their brilliance.

So, the next time you're tempted to say,
“This is all negative — this shouldn’t be
happening,” pause and ask:

What kind of leader is this moment trying
to create?

And am Iwilling to stay in the process long
enough to find out?

P.S.: 1 have a special invitation for you:

Clear Your Clarity Debt™ 2026

For growth-minded business owners and
executives

e Turn 2025 regrets into clear decisions

e Set 2-3 strategic shifts for 2026

e Leave with a simple, shareable focus plan
Reserve your seat
Limited seats - Online session
30 January 2026 - 12:30 PM EST

Let us take IT off your plate so you can tocus
on growing your business! With 24/7 acc

to real experts (not call centers), you'll always
howe the help you need wihnen you need it,

Al CONSULTING

We guide you through secure, practical
gdoption of Al tools that save yvour business
tirme and prevent errors from occurring. From
strategy to implementation, our goal - imple:
make Al a trusted odvantage for your tearm!

Dpr:'-r-:lti-:-n.'.i and less stress across the bur.rr-:l!

Turn Your IT Into A True
Business Advantage.

L5 (s10) 792-B880 f‘J www.plusltechnology.com
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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

5V5 &)
CONTRACTING

Hands-On Craftsmanship,

Family Values, and a Commitment

to Doing the Job Right

For more than two decades, Joe Scotese,
owner of SVS Contracting, has built a
reputation that feels increasingly rare in
the home-improvement world: honest
communication, meticulous craftsman-
ship, and a one-to-one relationship with
every homeowner. As an owner-operated
contractor, Joe brings both the tools and the
experience to every project — large or
small.

A Family-Run Operation
with Personal Touch
Joe believes the biggest advantage of
hiring a small, owner-operated contractor
is simple: “You're talking and dealing with

one person. There’s no middleman.” From
start to finish, every client receives a

personalized project, handled directly by
the person doing the work.

While Joe manages the craftsmanship,
scheduling, and subcontractors, the
business side is kept in the family as well.
“My wife handles the bookkeeping. It’s truly a
family-run business,” he says.

Joe’s passion for the work goes back
long before SVS Contracting existed. “I've
always enjoyed working with my hands—
building, designing, demolition,” he says.
The turning point came 23 years ago
when the opportunity arose to work
alongside his brother, who had already
spent 20 years in the trades. “I went for it,”
Joe recalls. His brother became his early
mentor and shaped much of the crafts-
manship he brings to job sites today.

What Clients Can Expect

Customers describe Joe as honest,
responsive, and detail-focused. He prides

himself on timeliness, clean job sites, and
communicating clearly with homeown-
ers throughout every step of a remodel.
“I speak with the homeowner every morning
when 1 get to the job and again before I leave.
I keep everyone updated by email, phone, or
text,” he explains.

Joe is also known for preparing clients
for the real remodeling experience—
noise, dust, temporary water or electrical
shutoffs—and explaining the process in
plain terms before work begins.

A Career Built with
His Own Hands

When unexpected challenges arise?
“I look at all the options, explain them to the
owner, and give my recommendation. But the
final decision is always theirs.”

Craftsmanship You Can See
—and Some You Don't

Some of Joe’s favorite projects are the
ones where homeowners begin to see
their vision take shape. “After demo and
rough-in, when things start going back
together —that's the moment people really see
the transformation,” he says.

ROUTE 422 BUSINESS ADVISOR
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And while homeowners may notice
the big improvements, Joe pays attention
to the small ones most contractors skip.
“It might sound funny, but making sure the
faucet, mirror, and vanity light all line up
makes a huge difference,” he explains.
“Quality means doing that little extra
nobody expects.”

Smart Guidance for
Homeowners

Joe often helps clients navigate tough
budget choices—especially when the
lowest bid isn’t necessarily the best one.
“People look for the lowest price and end up
unhappy when things are missed, or extra
costs pop up,” he says.

When budget matters, he advises
choosing where to invest:
¢ Box-store cabinets instead of custom if

the quality fits
e Standard fixtures rather than specialty

items
e Flooring that offers durability without
inflating the project

The goal is simple: make smart

decisions that balance cost, longevity,
and the homeowner’s vision.

Looking Ahead

Over the next few years, Joe plans to
continue delivering the same high-
quality workmanship his customers rely
on—while expanding the handyman
side of SVS Contracting to support
smaller, everyday home needs.

What Homeowners

Should Remember

At the end of every project, Joe wants
one thing: for homeowners to feel
excited to use their new space. And that
feeling, he says, is what motivates him
even on the toughest days.

For additional information,
please call 610.207.9841 and
visit www.SVScontracting.com

5V5 S0
CONTRACTING

Buit cn Experiurcs. Becked by Trust.

Proudly serving
Chester, Montgomery,
and Berks Counties.
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The Route 422 Business Advisor (ISSN 1524-1254) is published monthly, twelve times per year by MACnificent
Pages, P.O. Box 334, Pottstown, PA 19464-0334, and is mailed free to qualified business owners and operators
throughout the Route 422 and Route 100 Business Corridors in Pennsylvania, USA, and is available in digital format
at www.422business.com. Copyright © 2026 by MACnificent Pages. All rights reserved. Reproduction in any form
is forbidden without written permission of the publisher. Views expressed in articles published in the Route 422
Business Advisor are the views of authors and individual contributors and are not to be attributed to the Route
422 Business Advisor, its editorial advisors, or its advertisers, unless expressly stated. The Route 422 Business Advisor
does not verify the accuracy of claims made in advertisements, and publication of an ad does not imply endorse-
ment by the magazine or MACnificent Pages. All ads are non-cancellable. ERRORS — It is the Route 422 Business
Advisor’s policy to review all ads set in-house with the advertiser regarding content, spelling, prices, and contact
information PRIOR to publication. In ALL cases, including camera-ready ads, the advertiser assumes complete
responsibility for the accuracy of information presented in ads. In any case where an error is clearly the fault of
the Route 422 Business Advisor, and which would prevent a reader from contacting an advertiser or in which
incorrect pricing is involved, Route 422 Business Advisor’s liability will be limited to granting a FREE ad run to the
advertiser or a correction announcement, whichever the advertiser prefers, provided the Route 422 Business
Adbvisor is notified PRIOR to the next edition’s deadline. Placing an advertisement in the Route 422 Business Advisor
constitutes acknowledgment and acceptance of these terms.
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NORTH MONTCO TECHNICAL CAREER
CENTER STUDENT SUCCESS SPOTLIGHT:
MARK A. AND CAES HONEYWELL

Recently, Mark Ault, a Mechatronics
student at North Montco, accepted an
official Recently, Mark Ault, a Mechatronics
student at North Montco, accepted an
official offer from CAES Honeywell to join
their team as a Production Test Technician
— all while participating in NMTCC'’s
Cooperative Education program.

Representatives from the company
visited NMTCC to present the offer and
host a celebratory “signing day,” marking a
proud moment for Mark and for our school
community. The moment was historic as
well — Mark became the first person under
18 the company has ever hired!

Mark’s journey began when a CAES
Honeywell team member toured the
school and Mechatronics classroom. He
later impressed additional representatives
at their career fair with his strong interest
and understanding of the material taught
in his Mechatronics class at NMTCC.

Industry Partners

Gain Prepared, Motivated

Young Talent

Co-op Coordinator Ed Trbuza helps
businesses understand the advantages of
hiring young, well-prepared technical
students. He explains:

“Co-op gives students a real feel for
what it means to work in a professional
environment. These experiences help
students mature beyond their peers and
make clear connections between what
they are learning now and how it applies
to their future careers.”

Students must be enrolled in a certified
Career and Technical Education program
to participate in most work-based
opportunities. Occasionally, the experi-
ence may help a student discover that
another position—or even another career
field—may be a better fit, which Mr.
Trbuza describes as a valuable and
healthy part of the learning process.

Currently, 86 students are employed
across NMTCC’s Program for Youth
Advancement through Applied Practice

(PYA?P) and Co-op placements, with nine
additional students completing other
internships. These numbers grow each
month as more businesses recognize the
value of partnering with North Montco.

How the North Montco
Education Foundation
Strengthens These Pathways

Our Education Foundation plays a
vital role in expanding access to these
transformative opportunities. Through
generous support from parents, alumni,
and local partners, the Foundation helps:
e Fund equipment and technology upgrades
e Provide student scholarships and tools for work
e Support industry certifications
e Enhance career-readiness experiences

These investments ensure that
students enter the workforce prepared,
confident, and competitive — benefiting
both our young professionals and the
businesses that hire them.

Partner With Us —
For Students, For Businesses,
For Our Community

If you are a parent eager to support
your student’s career path, or a business
interested in hosting a talented, motivat-
ed young worker, we invite you to
connect with us.

To learn more about our School-to-
Work programs or Education Foundation,
please contact: Ed Trbuza, Co-op / PYAAP
Coordinator, (215) 368-1177 (ext: 130),
etrbuza@nmtcc.org; or Denise Collins,
Acting Executive Director, Education
Foundation, (215) 368-1177 (ext: 303),
dcollins@nmtcc.org.

GRCA ROUNDUP
GREATER READING CHAMBER ALLIANCE

GRCA

GREATER READING

Chamber Alliance

® 606 Court Street, Reading, PA 19601
* 610.376.6766 © fax 610.376.4135
e info@greaterreading.org
° www.greaterreading.org

Our mission is to be Berks County’s leading unified

resource for building a healthy, competitive business community. Our vision is to assist companies to
retain, expand and grow their operations and employment and attract new businesses to berks County.

Intermediate Excel
Jan. 5,12, 19 and 26
from 8 a.m.— 10:30 a.m.
Shearer Technical Computer Consultants
727 Penn Ave., West Reading
$400/person- GRCA Members;
$495/person- Future GRCA Members
Register at Greaterreading.org/interexcel

Intro to Excel
Jan. 6, 13, 20 and 27
from 8 a.m.— 10:30 a.m.

Shearer Technical Computer Consultants

727 Penn Ave., West Reading

$400/person- GRCA Members;

$495/person- Future GRCA Members

Register at Greaterreading.org/introexcel

Lead Worker Certificate Program*
Jan. 12,19, 26, Feb. 2, 9, 23, March 2, 9, 16 and 23
from 9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
Center for Business Excellence
49 Commerce Dr., Wyomissing
$690/person- GRCA Members;
$860/person- Future GRCA Members
Register at Greaterreading.org/leadworker2026

Supervisor Training Module 1:
Principles of Supervision*
Jan. 13, 20, 27, Feb. 3, 10 and 17
from 8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
Center for Business Excellence
49 Commerce Dr., Wyomissing
$695/person- GRCA Members;
$860/person- Future GRCA Members
Register at Greaterreading.org/2026supermod?

Supervisor Training Module 3:
Leveraging Workplace Relationships for
Organizational Success*

Jan. 14, 21, 28, Feb. 4, 11 and 18
from 8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

Center for Business Excellence
49 Commerce Dr., Wyomissing
$695/person- GRCA Members;
$860/person- Future GRCA Members
Register at Greaterreading.org/2026supermod3

Essentials of Effective Leadership Part 1*
Jan. 14, 21, 28, Feb. 4 and 11
from 8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
Center for Business Excellence
49 Commerce Dr., Wyomissing
$695/person- GRCA Members;
$860/person- Future GRCA Members
Register at Greaterreading.org/leadership1

Advanced Excel
Jan. 15, 22, 29 and Feb. 5
from 8 a.m.— 10:30 a.m.
Shearer Technical Computer Consultants
727 Penn Ave., West Reading
$400/person- GRCA Members;
$495/person- Future GRCA Members
Register at Greaterreading.org/advancedexcel

Emotional Intelligence in the Workplace*
Jan. 15, 22 from 9 a.m.-noon
Center for Business Excellence
49 Commerce Dr., Wyomissing
$395/person- GRCA Members;
$495/person- Future GRCA Members
Register at Greaterreading.org/emotional2026

Berks Women2Women:
The Power of Saying No
Jan. 15 from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
West Reading Motor Club
416 Penn Ave., West Reading
$40/person- GRCA Members,
$50/person- Future GRCA Members
Register at Greaterreading.org/sayingno

Human Resources & Benefits Roundtable

Jan. 15, March 19, April 30, June 25 and
Sept. 24 and Nov. 19 from Noon-1:30 p.m.

Center for Business Excellence
49 Commerce Dr., Wyomissing
$325/person for GRCA Members for 4 sessions

$395/person for Future GRCA Members for 4
sessions

$365/person for GRCA Members for all 6 sessions

$445/person for Future GRCA Members for all
6 sessions

Lunch included.
Register at Greaterreading.org/HR2026

Lessons in Leadership:
Excellence in Execution
Jan. 16, 23, 30, Feb. 6, 13 and 20
from 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.
Center for Business Excellence
49 Commerce Dr., Wyomissing
$1,500/person- GRCA Members;
$1,750/person- Future GRCA Members
Register at Greaterreading.orgiwinterleadership

Workplace Public Speaking &
Presentation Skills Program
Jan. 16, 23 from 9 a.m.-noon
Center for Business Excellence
49 Commerce Dr., Wyomissing
$395/person- GRCA Members;
$495/person- Future GRCA Members
Register at Greaterreading.org/publicspeaking

GRCA Executive Leadership Academy:
Mastering Transformational Change To
Drive High Performance
Jan. 22, 29, Feb. 5, 12 and 19
from 1 p.m.—4 p.m.

Center for Business Excellence
49 Commerce Dr., Wyomissing
$1,495/person- GRCA Members;
$1,895/person- Future GRCA Members
Register at Greaterreading.org/ELAperformance

Membership Matters Webinar

Jan. 26 from 2 p.m.-3 p.m. via Zoom
Free for GRCA members & prospective members
Register at Greaterreading.org/membershipmatters

*WEDnet eligible
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REGIONAL CHAMBER ROUNDUP

" % TRICOUNTY AREA
.~ CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Nezowrces, Relaltonships, Recognilion,

18 W. Lightcap Road, Suite 613, Pottstown, PA 19464 | 610.326.2900 | www.tricountyareachamber.com

Our Mission: Leveraging the power of membership
to provide valued membership services and proactive

leadership for the tri-county region.

Our Vision: The tri-county area has a strong sense of place —
quality of life, economic opportunity, and generations of leaders -

to support the region’s businesses and communities.

Follow us on: 0 @ m g

#WhyTCACC
#tcacchettertogether

TRICOUNTY AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
EXPANDS BOARD WITH TWO NEW MEMBERS

The TriCounty Area Chamber of Com-
merce (TCACC) is excited to welcome two
new members to its Board of Directors:
Tyler Arkatin and S. Joseph McDevitt. Their
appointments strengthen the Chamber’s
commitment to supporting local businesses,
fostering regional growth, and expanding
strategic expertise in both government
affairs and business development.

Tyler Arkatin joins the Board following
more than a decade of experience in the
Pennsylvania General Assembly and his
current role as Manager of Local Govern-
ment Affairs at Constellation Energy, a
TCACC member company. “Constellation
is committed to local communities and
eager to support the Chamber in bringing
businesses together and preparing our
region for the future through positive
impact,” Arkatin said.

With nearly 90% of its annual output
being carbon-free, Constellation Energy
employs more than 3,000 people across
Pennsylvania and is the nation’s largest
producer of reliable, emissions-free energy.
Its hydro, wind, solar, and nuclear facili-
ties—including the Limerick Clean Energy
Center—have the capacity to power the
equivalent of 16 million homes nationwide.

Outside of his professional work, Tyler
enjoys live music, home renovation
projects, family beach trips, and traveling.
TCACC President Harrison Santangelo
commented, “We are thrilled to welcome

Tylei‘Ar atin

invaluable as we continue moving
forward and making a positive impact in
our community.”

Joining alongside Tyler is S. Joseph
McDevitt, who brings over sixteen years
of experience with Translogistics Inc., a
family-owned logistics company based in
Exton, Pennsylvania. Joseph currently
serves as Director of Marketing and Busi-
ness Development, with a background
spanning sales, client services, analytics,
and operations.

Translogistics Inc. specializes in helping
organizations manage freight costs and
strengthen supply chains through advanced
technology and managed transportation
services. Joseph’'s academic credentials
include an MBA from Western Governors
University, bachelor’s degrees in Economics
and Marketing from Liberty University, and
a Certified Transportation Broker designa-
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“I am honored to join the Chamber
board because I care deeply about the
growth of our local business community,”
McDevitt said. “I hope to contribute by
helping new and growing businesses get
connected with the right people and
resources so they feel plugged into a
supportive business network.” Santangelo
added, “We are thrilled to have Joseph join
our Board of Directors. His broad experi-
ence, strategic perspective, and passion
for supporting business growth will be
incredible assets as we continue advancing
our mission and strengthening the re-
gion’s economic future.”

The TriCounty Area Chamber of
Commerce is a membership-based organ-
ization serving businesses throughout the
tri-county region. Dedicated to fostering
economic growth, leadership, and commu-
nity development, TCACC provides

WELCOME
New MEMBERS

Congratulations to the businesses
listed below for becoming
new TCACC Members!

Agent23.Al (Infuse Al Tech Corp.)
(484) 238-3854
https:/agent23.ai/

Computer Consultants / Support Services

EDGE Signs and Graphics
(484) 961-8984
http://edgesigns.net/
Advertising Specialties

Honest Roofing
(484) 369-0040
http://callhonestroofing.com/
Construction Contractors

Storm Guard of Ches-Mont PA
(610) 750-9718
https:/Avwww.stormguardrc.com/pa/ches-mont/

Roofing / Siding Contractors, Construction
Contractors, Window / Door Contractors

Windrose Coaching and Consulting LLC
(610) 887-5476

http:/Avww.windrosecoachingand
consulting.com/

MEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES

Happy anniversary to the following
Members for their consecutive
years of Chamber membership:

47+ years
Fox Rothschild LLP

30 years
CODY Systems

14 years
Cigas Machine Shop, Inc.

12 years
Berk International, LLC

11 years
Fred Beans Ford of Boyertown, Inc.

10 years
Patrick J. Murphy & Associates

9 years
Brakeman's Cafe

8 years
Moyer-Drabick & Associates, Ltd.

7 years
Transcend Facility Management
Company, LLC
6 years
Open Wealth Network
Styer and Associates Inc.

Tyler to our Board of Directors. His tion through the Transportation Intermedi- ~ resources, advocacy, and connections to KUSBDC
expertise in government affairs will be  aries Association. help its members succeed.
ROUTE 422 BUSINESS ADVISOR  422business.com and 422bizmag.com A JANUARY 2026
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REGIONAL CHAMBER ROUNDUP

PHOENIXVILLE REGIONAL
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

PHOENIXVYILLE

BHAIGHAL CHAMABER OF COMMAESES

The Phoenixville Regional Chamber
of Commerce is an independent
organization serving the business
interests of Northern Chester, Western
Montgomery and parts of Delaware
Counties.

The Chamber’s mission is to
“advance the principles of free
enterprise by providing the leadership
which will enhance the economic
climate of the region, address the
priority needs of its members, and
interact with other individuals and
organizations for the overall benefit of
the business community.”

Visit our events page
for details on
these events and more.

710 Main St., Phoenixville, PA 19460
© 610.933.3070 * fax 610.917.0503
e info@phoenixvillechamber.org
* www.phoenixvillechamber.org

COMMUNITY
CONNECTIONS
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ANNUAL AWARDS DINHER | MARCH 18
AMNUAL GOLF DUTING | APRIL 2T
ANHUAL CHAMBER GALA | NOYENBER 14

HELD MONTHLY | RGOAM - ELO0MN

Thee peiect etan kg el el o el yinn bud mecnnpul eaficalyr,
#artnne tees, orel epand yor roteroncd netwo,

PRISENTEL By

I
'rﬁlllll.'ll.il

h_ R Tl

REGIONAL CHAMBER ROUNDUP

PeRKIOMEN VALLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

UaIE]I' OF COMMERCE

521 Main Street, Trappe, PA 19436 * 610.489.6660
¢ info@PV/chamber.net e www.PVchamber.net
Welcome to the Perkiomen Valley Chamber of Commerce!

For 65 years the Chamber has been the recognized voice & advocate
for the business community. Creating opportunities for members to
connect with business professionals, mentors, and potential customers, the
Chamber helps members improve business and create a thriving communi-
wemeenny Yy for themselves and their employees. We can help grow YOUR customer

base in Collegeville, Trappe, Schwenksville, Upper Providence, Lower
Frederick, Lower Providence, Perkiomen, Skippack, and Oaks. Visit www.PVchamber.net to view
membership directory. To sign-up for E-news, send request to info@PVchamber.net. Follow the PV

Chamber FaceBook Page @PerkValleyChamber.net

WEeLcome New MEMBERS!

7 Brew
Drive Thru coffee, teas, shakes
Matt Peters 484-388-1841
www.7brew.com

Health Care Access
Dental, Vision, Rx and Mammograms for
uninsured/underinsured
Renae Bierer 610-917-2483
www. hcaphoenixville.org

Honest Roofing
Roofing, siding, windows, gutters
Josh Petrauskas 484-388-1841
www.callhonestroofing.com

U DAL AHU LA B
Perkiaren ;
T
Shop Local & Save!

The 2026 PV Perks Card is here —your all-access
pass to shop, dine and save local! For just $10,
enjoy exclusive, multi-use offers from favorite
area restaurants, retailers, and service busi-

nesses. The PV Perks Card keeps dollars in our
community while saving you money all year long.

Purchase online, then pickup up at the PV
Chamber or have your cards mailed directly!
www.PVChamber.net. View the full list of par-
ticipating businesses and offers online at
PVChamber.net.

b BID4ED OG0

weaws s rvd

SAVE THE DATE!

A Commmnnkhy Sravengar Munt dcrces the Parkiomen Fniley

Frising, Maruk 5T | 55 - 5P

After-Party at The Flying Pig Tavern, Limerick!

Hosted by: PV Chamber & PV Next Gen
Sponsorship and Event Details: www.PVchamber.net

Join our Young Professionals Network!

PV Next-Gen is a vibrant network for young professionals (ages 22—40) across the Perkiomen Valley,
Montgomery, Berks, and Bucks Counties. Our members—entrepreneurs, innovators, and rising
leaders—connect, grow skills, and give back to the community. Annual membership is $25 for PV
Chamber member employees and $50 for non-members. Join us for monthly Happy Hour Networking,
quarterly volunteer workshops and bi-monthly professional development training. Learn more and see
upcoming events at www.PVchamber.net. Visit www.PVChamber.net for details on more Chamber
educational and networking opportunities, including BINGO, Business & Baskets (Late Feb.)
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SPRING-FORD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
* PO. Box 127, Royersford PA 19468  610.489.7200 ¢ www.springfordchamber.com
m business advocate. \We strive to help our member businesses grow
while improving the community in which we all live and work.

%Pﬂ,fﬁ -FORD The Chamber consists of local businesses whose main objective
Chamber of Comareror is to run a successful business. We are a great resource for
members, not only because we offer the opportunity to network
and brainstorm with fellow members, but also to have exposure to the local community, your
customer, through our continued involvement in community events and charitable endeavors. Visit
www.springfordchamber.com for Chamber Events, Press Releases, Online Newsletters and more!

The Spring-Ford Chamber of Commerce is a community-focused

Join the Spring-Ford
Chamber of Com- BECOME A MEMBER

merce and Become Chmrvkee - Femaerd Sk
Part of Our Thriving P —
Business Community!

Are you looking to drive
economic growth, connect with
local businesses, and enhance your
community impact? Look no
further! The Spring-Ford Chamber
is dedicated to supporting and
fostering the success of businesses
like yours.

Visit us online at www.spring-
fordchamber.com to explore the
new features and opportunities
available to you.

As a member, you'll enjoy:

® Networking opportunities with fellow
entrepreneurs and professionals

Join us in our mission to drive
progress and prosperity in our
community. Reach out to sfcham-
berofcommerce@gmail.com  for
more information on membership
benefits and how to join. Let’s grow ® Promotion of your business through our
together! channels

® Access to valuable resources and tools for
business growth

® Participation in exclusive events and
workshops

... And much more!

The Spring-Ford Chamber of
Commerce is committed to driving
economic growth, retaining and
growing local businesses, and foster-
ing relationships that will continue to
enhance the progress and prosperity
of our members and the community
we serve. We are excited to share
upcoming events!

The Spring-Ford Chamber of
Commerce is thrilled to continue our
thriving-  Spring-Ford ~ Chamber
Business Connect! This event

is held every Tuesday at the
Sunshine Café. Interested inspeak-
ing? Reach out to us at sfchamberof
commerce@gmail.com

BUSINESS 55,

r!ii'-'fﬂlFfllEn!f'l‘.lli!l';l

Join us Tuesday

Mornings
8:00 am - 9:00 am
Sunshine Cafe

CinF T W e

8:00-8:30am- Networking
8:30-8:45am- Introductions
8:45-9:00am- Presentation
9:00-9:15am- Wrap up

ol

THE

MONTGOMERY
COUNTY

* * * * K *x

Chaomber of Commerce

www.MontcoChamberPA.ORG

ADVOCACY

At the Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce, we
champion the interest of businesses big and small. We
work with lawmakers at every level to create a thriving
environment where companies can grow and succeed.

NETWORKING & CONNECTIONS

Our events aren't just meetings, they're opportunities
to build meaningful connections. Whether you're a
Chamber member or just Chamber-curious, join us for a
welcoming atmosphere with good food, great conver-
sation, and authentic networking. No hard sells just real
people making real connections! Bring your business
cards, curiosity and your elevator pitch.

WHY JOIN THE CHAMBER?

Advocacy | Connections | Networking | Exposure |
Referrals | Member Benefits | Visibility | Weekly E-News |
Community Recognition | Learning Opportunities |
Access to Local Leaders

e 101 Bill Smith Blvd, King of Prussia, PA 19406
® 610-265-1776 * MontcoChamberPA.org

Jaoin us at our next ewvent

SCan the Qi i St
hlll:-:l'.'lru -r i erThCoHs fee m S rpsL arg M nks

JANUARY 2026 O

422business.com and 422bizmag.com  ROUTE 422 BUSINESS ADVISOR



BE BETTER.
GROW FASTER!

JOIN THE SBRA

JOIN
TODAY!

www.sbrassociation.com

) Small Business==
Resource Association

THE SBRA COMMUNITY
OUT-DO YESTERDAY

By Gary Seibert, CEO,
Small Business Resource Association
Historically, January is the time of year
when millions of people across the
country make resolutions that, in most
cases, are broken before Valentine’s
Day. They make lofty promises to
themselves only to give up and return
to their insanity, thinking that what they were doing
before will someday make a change. Resolutions quickly
become false promises because they are usually unreach-
able and unattainable.

Similarly, goal setting can be just as frustrating
as most people set goals that are much like
resolutions, too far down the road with
too much time between the start and the
finish. Good goal setting requires
steps along the journey where one
can stop and celebrate each small
achievement along the journey.

So, this year, I am suggesting
you take a new approach on
planning what you would like

resolutions you just take one day at a time and promise
yourself to OUT-DO-YESTERDAY. In other words, just
take baby steps, one day at a time, resolving to make each
new day just a little better than the day before. OUT-DO-
YESTERDAY.

OUT-DO simply implies doing something better, more
successfully, or even surpassing your own best effort or
previous standard, essentially surpassing or exceeding
them in quality, skill, or action. Self-improvement, day-
by-day.

I must caution you, however, not to misuse the term

OUT-DO by using it in a way that may
damage your reputation with others. You
see, often, the term outdo is used to be
more successful or skillful than
another person or group. To be
Superior. It can also take people

beyond what was previously
achieved or expected, especial-
ly oneself. Exceeding Limits. It
can also be used in situations
of rivalry, where individu-
als or entities try to

to change or modify in your
personal life. No resolutions or
false promises that are based on long range

behavioral changes. No feelings of failure as you face the
reality that what you set out to do was much more than
what you were able to do. No feelings of defeat as you
look back and see no change and your hope of change
becomes dimmer and dimmer.

What if, this year, you take an inventory of all the things
you would like to change and instead of setting goals or

outperform each other.
Competition. These uses of

OUT-DO are self-centered and
usually don’t have good outcomes.

This article is focusing on personal growth and
development and what you can do to feel better about
yourself. We all need to assess ourselves from time-to-time
to see how we are really performing when it comes to our
Faith, Family, Friends, Fitness, Finance and Fun. Six really
important components in one’s life.

Sometimes we look at these six areas of our lives and get
overwhelmed by all that has to be done. Being
overwhelmed normally prevents you from doing
anything and therefore you never improve. Failed resolu-
tions and expectations. By using the Out-Do Yesterday
method you are slowly and thoughtfully moving forward
each day. Setting small attainable goals and celebrating
often your accomplishments. Just think of all the areas in
your life you could use this concept of self-improvement.

Thirty years ago, when I got married, there was a record
that has become my wife’s and my theme song. The main
verse goes like this “I love you more today than I loved
you yesterday, but I must confess, that Ill love you best,
when I love you tomorrow.” Our promise to each other is
that our love for each other will “OUT-DO YESTERDAY”
and get better every day. Just try it — it works.

ROUTE 422 BUSINESS ADVISOR  422business.com and 422bizmag.com
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SBRA Business Spotlight

WINTER SKIN

Assured Assistance

225 N. Kenhorst Blvd. Reading PA 19607
Phone: 610-796-4737
Website: www.assuredassistance.com
With Assured Assistance, you can maintain your independent
lifestyle and focus on the things that are important to you. We
understand, you treasure your home and your independence. Still,
sometimes, you just need a little bit of help with a few things. And

that’s where we can help. Home care is where our heart is.

Services include medication reminders, bathing, grooming,
dressing, continence care, personal hygiene, assistance with
grooming and dressing, changing bed linens, making meals or meal
clean up, calendar checks and preparing for the day’s

Sherry Kutz,
Managing Director

companionship and much more.

activities/events, errand services/shopping groceries, family respite care, transportation services,

SBRA Monthly Member Shout Qut

Mermbers Helping Fach Other Grow.

M()JREFIELD

communicatians
‘: www.morefield.com

J L
T
www.RedPatchRoofing.com

e LN
i PErk R
Chirepractic Canter
L L LR b e R

Ly
www.drneddc.com

|FERPTEN BE

Cnkbapedc b Vel Maiier
www.sensoryconcepts.net

SBRA EVENTS

Events: Register at https://www.sbrassociation.com#EVENTS
» Breakfast Referral Club - January 9th at B2 Bistro

¢ SBRA Networking Mingle — January 25th

SURVIVAL PLAN

By Amy Hendrix,
CRNP, Reading
Dermatology
Associates

Winter months are
here and chill is in the
air! Our skin often gets
the brunt of this dry
and cold season. The

di_: skin is the largest organ
P T of our bodies and with

cold dry air and our
heat on indoors our skin can become
irritated, dry and flaky. We can be suscep-
tible to cracks on our skin or itching. Skin
conditions like eczema or psoriasis can
worsen during the winter season.

As anurse practitioner with decades of
dermatology experience, I would like to
share helpful tips to keep your skin
healthy all winter long!

Moisturize right after your bath or
shower. After your bath or shower pat
your skin dry with a towel. Apply a
moisturizer that will help to lock in
hydration. I recommend scent free
moisturizers and ones that are good for
babies are good for adult skin as well
with less risk of sensitivity.

Humidify your air. Adding moisture in
the air will help keep your skin from getting
too dry, especially with the heat running,

Drink plenty of water. Hydrating your
insides with plenty of water daily will help
your skin stay hydrated as well. There are
a lot of foods that offer hydration too!
Cucumbers, peppers, oranges just to name
a few!

Pick your soaps wisely! Pick gentle
cleansers with little to no scents. Avoid
harsh soaps that can dry out your skin. I
always recommend soaps you could use
for a baby as these tend to be made with
hydrating ingredients and are sensitive to
the skin barrier.

Avoid hot showers or baths. Hot
water can cause the skin to become dry
and irritated. A lukewarm shower or bath
and limiting your time in the water will
help keep your natural moisture.

Wear Sunscreen daily! Even though
we are not out in the sun or at the beach
you should still wear sunscreen daily —
rain, shine, snow—doesn’t matter wear
sunscreen to protect your skin. If you go
skiing or are spending time outdoors in
the winter, reapply your sunscreen every
hour as you CAN get a sunburn even in
the winter. Use a Sunscreen with an SPF
of 45 or greater.

Make an appointment if you have a
skin condition. It is important that if you
have a diagnosed skin condition or a
rash that doesn’t seem to improve over
time you make an appointment with
your doctor. Your barrier to infection is
your skin, so having fissured or open
cracks in your skin allows bacteria to get
below the skin’s surface. Itching makes
the risk of infection worse. If a rash
persists or you have redness, seek
medical attention sooner than later to
prevent infection.

These tips will help you create good
habits all winter long. Even on the coldest
days your skin can stay hydrated and
healthy without being complex. The
chilly air does not have to compromise
healthy skin! We can all have healthy,
radiant looking skin ALL yearlong!

WeLcome New SBRA MEMBERS

Merry Brothers Inc.

Matos Tire Service
Go Fish Seafood

Just B Whole Body and
Wellness Coaching

Spartan Capital
WindowHero Northeast Reading

Will Omlor, EOS Implementer
Rivco Lucas Inc.
KDA Tech Solutions
Kyle Riggs - Northwestern Mutual
Lions Pride Salon
Top Knotch Hood Cleaning

Red Patch Roofing

JANUARY 2026
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BUSINESS MARKETPLACE

AD/GRAPHIC DESIGN, SIGNS & PRINTING SERVICES

Raise Your Business Visibility

FASTSIGNS.

More than fast. MGI'E than Stgn T"
-il

£ =

180 Shoe |luLl.| Fdl., Partstown, P 1554
o SREEA-4874 | e Shbomdas s, con

| wei Taslzipers, com 555

+ EIENE & EARWEAS
& TRIGE & ¥EHILE

LETERING & WRAFS
& BIRMAL PRINTED DEALS
* LG BESIGH
+# SCREE FRINTEN TEiS
= & FMERIOEED PHRE

58 Schoolhouse Rd. Boyertown, Pa
www.graberletterin.com i 610-369-1112

BOOKEEPING / ACCOUNTING

Breslow’'s Bookkeeping Business
SL'iviln_._' Er_1|||.'1r_._;|1.-u"|||1.- and the ‘Eiurr:':ul'ldjnq_.] Areas

Beth Breslow « 2152725217 + bethbreslow@gmail.com
5 » . s 'I. I

Specinlizced Bmewbaipge as o CurickBooks Proddsinm
Bislg sl vorme Fisdniess wdil e il leaemig
al i Bepeerting = Hoogeting
sManthby Hank & Croedn Card Reconculations
sdiviiinile Reieivalile & Payaliles
o Ul brvoicingg = Payoed] Prodcossing
Save Thre &

Utiizing a Baokkeezer vs. a Full Time Oflice Employe:
BUSINESS COUNSELING

elp
For Free, Confidential Assistance from
Experienced Business Owners and
Executives ...
Call on SCORE TriCounty

SCORE TriCounty, serving Western Montgomery,
Horthern Chester and Eastern Barks counties.

Call 610-237-2673 or visit ﬁmre.nrg,'tric-:_:[r nty

We are there for vow and vaur business

DIGITAL PRINTING / MARKETING / ADVERTISING

Fostars + Mallings = Buciness Cards = Foldors « Booklots
Programs = Large Format = Banners = Vehicle Graphics = Dacals
Office Wall and Window » Signs + Small Runs and Bullk Orders

hl:reaﬂ\re Custom Graphics  berksdigital com

FLORIST
Family Owned & Operated 403 M. Cheridete St
Servirg Pottetown and Surrectding Pottstown, FA1g464
Communities Since 1585 !I:E RTH B3 IFdd 47
Prewns + E_H]:l Cards
Veediting FFLORIST gy ST crafted gt
f Ashley's Chocolater
Funaraiz ur :ﬂmm{.fw Cut flower arrangememns
Aer arFangarTmnLs are ahways rendy B0 oreate Frialt, smack, gourmie, ard
Special cootsions a i @nd custom spacka) request bazkara
orramgemer o P
% Mantion this ad and 153
racalve & fres 4 pisca bax of ﬁ II";]I e
weww northendforisloom  Sweet Ashiey's chocoises AL

GRAPHIC DESIGN, SIGNS & PRINTING SERVICES

[ ]

Colelsatig 20 ors b Bcbrss (WO @]

%’EVERYTHING Bl
PRIN TING

YOUR BUSINESS PRINTING PRUFESSI0OMALSL

i & Bado e Iwia B Hewig Loy gl e g

GRAPHIC DESIGN, SIGNS & PRINTING SERVICES

907 Ben Franklin Hwy. W.
Douglassyille PA. 19518

610.385.7053
www.luckypw.com

PRINTWDHKS KiE.L

SCREEN PRINTING « EMBROIDERY » SIGNAGE
BANNERS = VEHICLE GRAPHICS = LOGO DESIGN

PROMOTIONAL ITEMS « BUSINESS CARDS & MORE
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BUSINESS

MARKETPLACE

HEALTHCARE / COUNSELING
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Counseling
(enter &=

Ourpatiant counsaling for

drug and alzohnl addictian,
mentad health wellness and
yauth buhavior issues
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W0- T340 1
Torelmes meloe = mp

645 Periy Sireer, Sid Fiods,
i Raading, PA 13601

A. JACKSON ECKER, INC.
PLUMBING-HEATING-COOLING

(610) 326-5011

Seroing tie area Jor Fowr Generalizns Since 1925!

www.ajacksonecker.com

ORGANIZATIONS

Be Part of the Bigger Picture!

The Pottstown Rotary Club Wants You!
Join Rotary’s 1.2 million neighbors, friends, leaders,
and problem-solvers who see a world where people
unite and take action to create lasting change —
across the globe, in our communities, and in ourselves.

Please call Amira Heim at 610.416.2999 to learn more!

Rotary £

Visit www.pottstownrotary.org

TOBACCO & RELATED PRODUCTS

COLE TOBACCO

215 E. High Street, Pottstown, PA 15464
610-323-4991
Heurs: Mon. - Fri. 7:00 - 6:00 » Sat. 8:00 - 5:00

HANDMADE CIGARS
DISCOUNT FRICES

Humidor Frash = Dislinclive Salaclion

Coodes Tabreca r;g.a.rr et

CluiD cnds eam you an
adddbonal 10% off of purchase

YOUR DIGITAL ESTATE

LEGAL PERSPECTIVES

By Carolyn Marchesani, Esg., Wolf, Baldwin & Associates, P.C.
In 2026, online accounts have become a common part of our lives.
We have numerous accounts for our photos, social media, creative
work, travel and entertainment. We also use online accounts for
financial holdings and transactions, interactions with healthcare
providers, and our business interests. The convenience of these

accounts belies the difficulties that may arise when we are no
longer able to control these accounts due to incapacity or death.

It is vital for your estate planning
documents to include language which
allows access to your digital accounts.
Review your documents and if they do not
address this need, make an appointment
with your attorney. You should review your
Power of Attorney (POA) and your Will to
confirm that there is language allowing
your Agent (named in your POA) and your
Executor (named in your Will) to have
access to your accounts and any content that
you created during your lifetime.

Additionally, if your Power of Attorney
(POA) is over 10 years old, you need to
update it, as the Pennsylvania laws and
required language for this document have
changed since 2015. While a POA
document executed in 2014 or earlier is still
legally effective, its outdated language
may require further legal review by the
recipient’s legal department before it is

accepted. This may delay your Agent’s
ability to immediately provide assistance
in an urgent or emergency situation.

The Revised Uniform Fiduciary Access
to Digital Assets Act (RUFADAA) was
enacted to address this issue of control,
transfer, and access to digital content.
Pennsylvania enacted a version of
RUFADAA on July 23, 2020, and the law
became effective on January 19, 2021.

The Act allows fiduciaries, including
personal representatives, executors, and
agents under powers of attorney, to
access and administer digital assets such
as email and social media accounts,
digital photographs, online banking
systems, and other electronic records only
if the estate planning document expressly
gives consent to do so.

(Continued on page 34)

CLARK INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY INC.
301 West High Street = Potistown, PA 19464

610.705.3333

www.Clarkindustrialsupply.com

AEROQUIP
= Performance Products
= A/C Hose & Fittings

* Weatherhead/Brass
* Metric & BSP Fittings

ECCO
= Light Bars
= Flashing Loghis
= Back-up Alarms

= Hydraulic Hose & Fittings

* [ndustrial Rubber Products

Milwaukee Tool
INDUSTRIAL HARDWARE SUPPLIES

o high graie cighre Wide Variety of Vape Products
ON SITE EQUIPMENT REPAIR SERVICE
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Your Hometown Station...

We're Home For You!

NOW OFFERING:
* Streaming on Three Channels. 24/7

» Unbeatable Pricing for Commercial
Productions and Airtime

s Webisode Productions
o [nternet Placement

¢ [ive Remote Broadcasts at The
Location of Your Choice

» Local Sports Advertising Packages

ThePGTVNetw

ThePGTVUNetwork @gmail. com - Eii[l 32? 1ﬂliﬁ

BE BETTER. GROW FASTER.

LEGAL PERSPECTIVES
(Continued from page 33)

RUFADAA addresses the issue of
access to and authority over digital assets,
which are electronic records such as email
accounts, digital photographs, social
media accounts, and blogs, by a fiduciary
(such as a personal representative or
agent under a power of attorney).

This is an estate planning problem that
has rapidly emerged in recent years with
the proliferation of digital assets and
online accounts.

After reviewing your estate planning
and updating the documents if necessary
(or obtaining these documents for the first
time), there are additional actions you can
take. Fortunately for these actions, you do
not need to leave your home or office,
and there is no cost involved. All you
need is a computer, a good internet
connection, and optionally a partner or
good friend who is knowledgeable with
technology and the internet. (You may
need to provide coffee or refreshments).

As with most endeavors, the first step
is to make a list, which you can create
using an online document or a physical
notebook. Inventory all of your current
online accounts (you'll likely have a lot
more of these accounts than you realize).
We are routinely asked to set up accounts:
for school, financial accounts, healthcare,
social media, and even rewards accounts
for groceries or entertainment.

"Social Media” is a term we hear every
day which includes many forms of
electronic communication (such as
websites for social networking and
microblogging) through which users
create online communities to share
information, ideas, personal messages,
and other content (such as videos).

Another way to create your list compre-
hensive is to review your password list.
Password Managers like Lastpass or
1Password are useful tools to maintain an

easy, secure location to save and update
passwords for your many accounts.

Once you have inventoried your
accounts, the next step is to consider the
persons who are your trusted confidants.
Ideally these are the person(s) you have
named in your POA (executed in 2015 or
later) and as executors named in your
Will.

The RUFADAA Act provides the
legal framework in Pennsylvania on this
issue of control, transfer, and access to
digital content. It is also important to
look at practical steps you can take to
deal with these concerns. In addition to
the specific language, you need in your
estate planning documents, it is also
important to determine if the platforms
or websites where your accounts are
based have any settings or resources
where users can appoint someone who
will have access to the online account if
you are unable to access it yourself.
Different platforms or accounts may
have digital legacy policies which direct
how you want your digital content
handled if you become incapacitated or
are deceased. Review each of the
accounts you've documented in your list
above to determine if they have this
functionality and if you have already
provided this direction for your data.

These policies are typically found in
the terms of agreement or terms of
service that you may have reviewed
when you originally set up your online
account. These policies may also dictate
access to your account when the account
holder dies or becomes incapacitated. If
you do not remember reviewing these
terms you can review terms of service,
look at the settings pages of websites and
programs, or contact support for each
platform to be directed to the appropri-
ate location to manage your account.

(Continued on page 36)
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FOR LEA SE

Apprvimataly 1500 =g i of office spece aveiabl along & wel
fraveed rnad. Hapaplionist ams. afereras raom, 5 regular gle
afficas &nd ? krge effices. Kitchanetle. Lans Powder mom. Also a
ernallar worksiason or storege arsa. Unfinished basament. Closet
shace lor sorage. Deamental lisplace o nesplan area. Enckéaed
unheatad rear parch araa great For shorsge. Gas haat weth cantrz! air,
=urnizhed or unlurneled - wow choicel ed slorge, Osner ail
maintain vard ard =wubs 2 his expanse.

Temant safll pay haal, seaer, rash, ekecire, phons, infermst,
ot warler, Plenty al parking,  $2 0084manth

1380 5q fest of offics spacs a'cng well travedlad Bt 120
Hardicap accassible Mlenty of Farking. Thres fama rooms an
firsl Moar with large porader room. Sesund foor Fas 2 alices

and anceher Poveder Boom. Third flonr is finshed with 3

linished areaz Basemand is urlinished for storage vse Mulliole
uses. Beautrully landscaped with fourtains. Oewner just
irsialen Bini spBs in May, 2025, Aool aporoeimaiek 5 yrs
old. Them are 3 diectric meters (134 oo, 2nd flaor and gwmer
mater for foentain Lghting] . Emsnpency lighting # exns
Redoced £$535_ 000

FOR LEASE

871 N Hanover Streetl, Pottsfown
M4 square feet of Cifica spacs for rent. Consisting of 2 Frivats
oifices, one BErge ares, cOnMSence room, Kicseredio and powder
racem. There is also 1060 souame f2et of warshcose spaca,
£7.950/maonth

We Work For You...
Call Toll Free 1-866-948-2255

1645 sg & 3+ BAY POLF BARN wielecivic.
MNaw progane gas heglers & PR wialecinc BB
heat. Meatered separately. Plos 8 Rancher
Matisd 1hal is tenanl occupied . The wall and
sRtic are shared, House has LR, Kit, Da, 3
BR's and bath or the main level and 3 finished
ragms & tull bath on the lower level,
Pozsizility of heoking fo borcugh sswer acrass
Slaufer Road - chack with sewer awthorily,
Meduced F450, 006

or LEASE the Pole Barn far
5?. Fiismranth + hearl and alfec.

2 parcels being sold fogether totaling approx.
51 ACRES Hoffmanswille Rd . Bechtelaville
Nepsthy fiat langd wilh some slope lacxted on 2 wall braveled
roac. Gomvenient 1o major cities of Allentoen,
Reading ard Philacesphia and olbver main reac arlenss.
Hedvsed 37 800, 000

Large 7 54059 & buliding dwided inko one 5.360 5q
i area thas has Faur 10°H12W gvehzad drise in
docre and trmae T4 Hx20W Anpther 1,820 =q. it
arga wilh one T HxBW overtean drive in door and

cre 'H = 9'W overhead drive in deos. Thee is
AnnEEr 60 54 1 ares whzh canbaing a Powider

Rocm, Hzatad jelectric} and air conditionad ciica, 2

luinchroom and & power room. Fredols Lse was 3
umer yard, The properly bas 3 phase elednis
Large parking aren. S, QS50 rmronti

LAND FOR SALE
Mailunins "ws  Feadi Sanly

Approximately 51 acres wilh road froitage o
Rt 100, Limekiln Road, snd Passinore Roail.

Print avaiabis 7 oifice.
arimes Zoning with wariuspossibililivs. Ooly 38 acres of pace
SR0-5308-10-35-7T90 iy baing sald of the 42 acws. Saller will
subdivide corner of A2 100 and Passmons 2fer an odler is
refgivgd Taes TAD afier subdivision, §7, 985 0

A2 scre LOT FOR SALF

TOEA ¢ High Bhewl. Pyiteioan
"% $200.000. e

N.=

FOR LEASE-

45 8. Fesding Ave., Boyeriown

Utk space In1he heart of
Biyertawenl Tao e
s, & bathroom, anid
plenty ol sborage spaka. Jin
twe vioran! mar sires
Lommunny i Baemown
lodlay!Trazh mchudad and al
pthar ulilites are percentase
of Lot buildicg usage.

FT200 mronih

LOOKING FOR SPACE TO LEASE
IN ROYERSFORD 0012

JUFT N Lewis Hd, Hoyerstord
Call for more fnformation and showings
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Convenient Dental Access Now Available at
Montgomery County Community College in Pottstown!

Mobile Dental Services
tor All hg-l:

Checkups
Cleanings * Fillings

Saslants = Simple Extractions
Free Transportation « Healthcare Discounts

¢ ¥-Rays

MCCC Pottstown Campus
South Hall Parking Lot
101 College Dr, Pottstown 19464

(L) Tuesdays & Thursdays*
8 AM=-1PM

*More dates coming soon!

SCAN ME
SRE

g

i
E30-326-0460 x %08
ch-dec.org/mcee

We make it EASY
to talk with a lawyer

Workers' Compensation Certified Specalists
Commercial & Residential Real Estate
Business & Corporate Representation

Estate Planning & Probate
Land Use & Zoning » Civil Litigation
Landlord Reoresentation

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

ading *

CHDC

Your Health.
Our Community.

MONTGOMERY

COUNTT COMMUNITY COLLEGE

LEGAL PERSPECTIVES
(Continued from page 34)

Online platforms may offer tools to help
you plan ahead and grant permission to
access your account if you pass away; for
instance, Google’s Inactive Account
Manager and Apple’s Legacy Contact
feature.

It's important to note that there is no
uniformity in this process as each service
provider’s terms of service may differ in
relation to account access after the user
has died. Depending on the terms of
service, accounts may be closed, deleted,
or transferred to beneficiaries. Some
platforms offer memorialization options
to preserve content for family and friends.

If you have important digital assets like
photos, videos, or documents, consider
backing them up in a secure, shared
location to prevent loss and allow loved
ones to preserve memories.

Some accounts or platforms may have
no policy in place to allow another person
to have access to your online accounts
and may shut down the account if they
learn of the user’s passing. As a word of
caution, be very wary of how you enter
personal information online. Consider
closing or deleting accounts on sites or
platforms you no longer wish to use, to

simplify anyone managing your estate
after your passing.

In summary, your digital estate is just
as important as your physical one. You
should review your estate planning
documents to ensure that they include
language addressing “access to digital
accounts.” If your estate planning
documents do not have the necessary
language, make an appointment with
your attorney. Review all of your
accounts and create a comprehensive list.
Research these accounts and the policies
that the account provides for death or
incapacity. Indicate the person that may
have access to these accounts. Once
you've completed this review, you can
feel at ease knowing that your Agent or
Executor or any other trusted appointee
will have all necessary tools and permis-
sions to manage, transfer, close or delete
these accounts on your behalf.

Carolyn M. Marchesani, Esq. is an associate in the
law firm of Wolf, Baldwin & Associates, P.C.
She focuses her legal practice in estate planning
and probate and estate administration in Mont-
gomery, Berks, and Chester Counties. She can be
reached by phone at 610.323.7436, or by e-mail at
cmarchesani@wolfbaldwin.com.
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HOUSING
AFFORDABILITY
AND DOWNTOWN
DEVELOPMENT

Downtown
MARKETING &
DEVELOPMENT
By Barry Cassidy

When developing down-
town areas, the uses of
the second floor vary
from town to town. I remember when
I arrived in DuBois, the second floors
downtown were historically used as
offices. In that case, minimal interior fit-out
was replaced by a facilities strategy. Art
studios and exercise spaces became popu-
lar and replaced the large offices that had
previously occupied the space. Much of the
space was left vacant if there were a series
of rooms.

In Phoenixville, we performed exten-
sive gut rehab on second and third-floor
units, upgrading many of the second-
floor apartments into upscale residences.
Sometimes, this process has led to the
loss of naturally occurring affordable
housing. There have also been a few
cases where commercial space has been
converted into residential units.

When investing in a downtown
mixed-use building, motivations vary.
Some purchase the building to have a
space for their retail business, and any
upstairs units that generate rent are an
added benefit because they help make
owning the retail space more affordable.

If the building is upgraded, it will
cause a tax reassessment, which could
raise operating costs. The new taxes are
included in how the rent is set, so the rent
for the units will go up.

I attended the Pennsylvania Housing
Alliance’s Homes within Our Reach confer-
ence and took part in a session about

Bonnie Heath

610-428-9901

Senior Insurance Broker

Bonnia@thefresdompaortal . com

how houses are valued. I found it to be a
well-meaning and informative session. It
occurred to me that, while helpful, there
was a major problem. Even after calculat-
ing the fair market value, it is still
multiplied by the taxes levied by the
county, political subdivisions, and the
school district.

Typically, taxes are included in the
rent, and while taxes from political
subdivisions and counties are moderate,
school district taxes are high. School taxes
can sometimes be 30 mils, compared to
the 4 or 5 mils charged by the county and
local jurisdictions.

In real estate, "30 mills" refers to a
property tax rate. A mil is a unit of
taxation equal to one-thousandth of a
dollar ($0.001), or $1 for every $1,000 of a
property's assessed value.

A rate of 30 mills means you would
pay $30 in property taxes for every $1,000
of your property's assessed value. A
$200,000 assessment would result in
$6000 in taxes. If you break that down
into rent, it would add an extra $500 in
costs per month. Many of the commercial
downtown buildings are assessed at
around six or seven hundred thousand
dollars, and adding an extra three or four
hundred dollars to the rent total can push
the apartment out of reach for a large
share of lower-income wage earners.

Everything I have read about school
funding suggests an additional sales tax
as an option. Some argue this is regressive
because low-income people would have
to pay more for what they buy. I would
think that it wouldn't be the same as the
large amount due every month for rent.

(Continued on page 38)

serving the Tri-County Area for over 10 years!

Thee cliend = the center of everything | do: their needs, goals, and preferences,
their financial considerations, and what fype of coverage they are accestomed
ol have lots of hapoy customars who enpoy being able 1o call throughout the
yaar wihan something comes up they want o discwss. For this reason | get
rmany referrals. for which | am grateful. We form lasting relationships and
thane is hardly anything |eaould nat do foe my clients

Ay il il weiaby orackal
o e e mvolhve—
q-...r'."ll-qng POLIT Properny it
oma 58 the mort atfective

MAXIMIZE YOUR
RETURNS WITH A
REAL ESTATE
AUCTION

WETR L HII!‘:\': L

lligl'-r:‘: szl R

Actiony creats comn pelibive
hd‘n' ervironmars thot
drihve walue oned &o o rals
e :-t-'lll-g [ o

il dr Lol
of waitirg montha for o

wroditicnal wals

2} SEA COMTAINERS, MiNi
EXCAVATORS OMLINE BUCTION -
GILBERTSYILLE P&

Wi BT QUL e TR EL T 0 bl O Ol DM LINE
EIDLENG PLATE LM oo gasamuctin s rom

Gwline bidding closs on ‘Wednesdsy, lanuary ™
o1 & Oilpm

ADVANTAGE

AUTO TAGS & INSURANCE

105 M. Flewsers Mill Road
Langhaorne, P& 1904F
215-860-6510

&l T M, 5Th Strest Hhiagy
Tempse, P, 19S5
B1C-33%- 850

One stop. All covered —
from Insurance to Auto Tags!

We offer $10.00 Off AutoTag

.Q( with this coupon. QJI

I Advantage Auto Tags & Insurance |
42256 01-28

JANUARY 2026

422business.com and 422bizmag.com ROUTE 422 BUSINESS ADVISOR



ﬁ:‘
L

: m
- B

* &
o, 2%
[HE il

l-‘g
A
L

: STEVE LADNER
PHOTOGRAPHY

My sessions are fun and relaxed. | will coach you to feel good
and look good, for a headshot or portrait that is authentic and
engaging. Realtors love the beautiful, high dynamic images for
home listings. Architects love the artistic capture of their vision.

Published in GQ, Harpers Bazaar, French Vogue,
| live and work in the Chester Springs area.

Headshots for business and social media - Family Portraits

contact: 917-584-4503 %
photo@steveladner.com ':‘r 4
www . steveladner.com

Real Estate and Architecture Photography - Drone available

MIDICALLY BUFEIRVIEEID WEIGHT LOES

NOW WITH
SHAPESCALE®

Imaging technology
o easily track your

LOVE WHAT YOU SIEF
IN THF MIRROR
BSCHEDULE A CONBULTATION

Lonsckas

LoDt Ve

¥ = r ) AT - TRLE

DownTtowN IMARKETING & DEVELOPMENT
(Continued from page 37)

At the conference, the presenters
discussed how assessments could be kept
lower in low-income areas. This would
lead to continued clustering of low-
income people in one location. It is not
just low-income people affected by this
affordability issue.

A couple of years ago, I traded political
support for my train project to help get
minorities involved in revitalizing
Coatesville. It's a long story, but after a
couple of months, people started
complaining about what I was doing,
especially after I was drawing large
crowds in a church basement.

What I was discussing was that, with
SEPTA initiating rail service through the
new Train Station, home values would
rise, affecting affordability. An Econsult
study estimates a 30 percent increase in
value with rail service. I used the study
that the city did to show that people were
already at 46mpercent of affordability,
and it looked like an attempt to drive my
black brothers and sisters out of town.
Callit as I see it.

Well, you would have thought I was
the reincarnation of Lucifer himself. I was
told to stop because it would affect my
train project... which is how I ended up
there in the first place. Coatesville has one

of the highest tax rates because of the
city’s millage rate, and with a school tax
of a huge 42.864 mills. Do the math:
$42.86 per $1000 of fair market value. A
$100,000 house generates $ 4,286 in
annual taxes ($357.16 per month).

So, a $100,000 house would increase to
$130,000, and the school taxes would be
$5,571.80 ($464.31 per month). This
reduces affordability, especially when
you consider 30 percent for rent, and
you're already at 46 percent. Hey, what's
another $100 a month? I think it's called
groceries.

This is just an example I encountered
and is accurate as far as I can tell. But by
voicing that concern, I became a fool. The
executive director of the Chester County
Economic Development Council called
me “Crazy Barry.” Others called him an
“outside agitator.”

Things will never change because of a
NARRATIVE... not the truth. It is like
that throughout politics, both sides of the
aisle. As “Crazy Eddie” once said,
“Money talks... nobody walks.” In this
case, though, it is because they are driving
in BMWs.

Barry Cassidy is a freelance grant and economic

development consultant. He can be reached at
barrycassidy@comcast.net.
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DISCOVER THE EXCITEMENT
OF THE AUCTIONEERING
PROGRAM AT RACC

Reading Area Community College
(RACC) offers one of Pennsylvania’s
most distinctive and dynamic programs
— the Auctioneering Certificate Program.
Designed to prepare students for a fast-
paced and rewarding career, the program
combines:

e Pennsylvania’s auction law —
ensuring graduates are ready to meet and
sit for the state licensing exam.

¢ Learning the art of the auction chant
and bid calling

® Appraisals-antiques, autos, dolls,
coins, jewelry, furniture, and more

* Auctioneering software and online
auctions

¢ 60 hours of observing and working
hands-on with a local auctioneer

Graduates of the program have gone
on to work in a variety of auction settings,
including real estate, antiques, livestock,
automobiles, and online auctions. The
program’s flexible schedule and online
/remote modality make it an ideal choice
for both newcomers to the field and
professionals seeking to expand their
expertise. By combining tradition with

modern techniques, RACC’s Auction-
eering program continues to build the
next generation of auction professionals.
Whether you dream of commanding
the auction block or starting your own
business, RACC provides the tools and
training to help you achieve success.

Contact Auria Bradley, M.S. Associate
Vice President of Workforce & Continuing
Education at abradley@raccedu or
610.372.4721 Ext. 5120.

BID ON A NEW FUTURE,
BE YOUR OWN BOSS

BECOME A CERTIFIED
AUCTIONEER!

Price: $3,800

scholarships Availoblel

SPRING 2026:

March 9 - May 13
onlinefremotel

re licensed!

Cantact Auria Bradley at
abradley@racc.edu

4727 Ext. 5120

Stop accepting the status quo

of your currant insurance plan.

JAB

Insurance Brokers

Realize there are other options and
possible coverage you need

today that yau are without!

Our number one priority is YOU and YOUR needs!

JAB

frerance Srokars.
UTE  BUSINESS - HOME

g A

Contact us today for a FREE No Hassle
Coverage Analysis and Comparnson Proposal

484-366-1281

info@jabins.com » www.jabhins.com

INSPIRING STORIES FROM THE
HEART OF BERKS COUNTY
i he story of the YMCA of Reading &

SBerks County begins in 1858, with
ﬁmu}g men seeking fellowship as an
Mﬁ:u Lo the OIS -.=|I._~| s Of tha
Em:il n the

Scan code
T reac
the whole
shory.

Sponsared Dy
Bell Media
Group
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!ucky SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS
GUIDE TO TAX DEDUCTIONS

47 Squirrel FOR 2026

By Beth Breslow, 4. Interest expenses: Small business

m? E‘E" FI'-'HI'Ik"I'I H W]" w Breslow’s Bookkeeping Business loans and business credit cards are two
Dnl.lgl assville PA. 19518 One of the most common questions vital financial resources, and the interest

-l- o
'-.'g expense of business and some personal

==
my small business owner clients ask me )
towards the end of the year or beginning loan payments are tax-deductible.
of a new year is “What can I do to bring 5. Insurance: Business insurance is an

down my taxable income to avoid a unavoidable expense for small business

C E E E N F‘ R I N TI N G hefty tax bill?” The below options canbe ~ OWNers but may make them eligible for a

implemented in 2026 to increase your tax tax deductic.)n.
E M E H 'D I D E H ‘f deductions moving forward. (ii Leasmgﬁ;:osts: Rental p:ﬂyments
. made on an office space or retail space
SI G N AG E . E AN N E ES 1. Wages and *..ialarle.s. Hourly wages lease are tax deductible as a business
and annual salapes Pald t(? employees expense as well as the interest on lease
v E H IC L E G R ’-f',. P H I I: S ared fully d.ed.uctlble, including bonuses payments made on equipment financ-
and commissIons. ing, i.e, Copy Machine.
LU G D D E S I G N 2. Employee benefits: Employee 7. Taxes: Business taxes including
benefits lead to tax deductions. The  federal, state, real estate, and sales taxes
PROMOTIONAL ITEMS following empl | ded ’ -
g employee programs are tax can be deducted. Other expenses like
B U S I N E S 5 C .ﬂt H D S & M D R E T deductible: ~ Education  assistance, FICA, FUTA, and state unemployment
ret] Childcare allowances, Life insurance  taxes, are also 100 percent tax-deductible.
adoption assistance and Qualified retire- If your business is not currently utiliz-
610.385.7053 ... =i
3. Contract labor: The cost of paying e time for -
] & independent contractors, freelancers,  Breslow’s Bookkeeping Business serves Collegeville

and even legal and professional services and the surrounding areas. For additional infor-

. mation. please contact Beth Breslow at
www.luckvpw.com ae fully e decduci, s long o he s A1 i
- - payments made are more than $600. visit www.breslowbookkeeping.com.

Al is Already p POWER
Changing Business! HOUR

Is Youns Ready?

Join 16,000+ Local Leaders
Learning How to Leverage Al

one hour at a time...
o ATT
v Autor
‘.'i"" /

Our “Al Power Hour” Workshops break
down the latest Al trends for real-world
business results — no tech skills required.
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Red Top Pizza By Penny’s

Tucked away at 68 W Ridge Pike, Red Top
Pizza By Penny’s is a true local treasure that
pizza purists and adventurous eaters alike
rave about. What sets this spot apart is its
signature Red Top style — a thin,
cornmeal-kissed crust baked
to crisp perfection, layered
with a sweet-tart tomato
sauce on top of a melty
blend of cheeses, giving every L
bite a bold, nostalgic flavor that
keeps fans coming back year after year.

This family-rooted Limerick favorite traces its
legacy back to 1970, and despite a brief closure
that nearly sparked a local uproar, it reopened
to cheers and hungry crowds, proving its place
in the community’s culinary heart.

Customers consistently praise the perfectly

balanced sauce — slightly sweet with bright
tomato notes — and the satisfying crunch of
the specially prepared dough.

While its hours are limited Thursday
through Sunday, those who
make the trek appreciate the
| old-school charm, friendly
service, and the fact that
every pie is made to order.

Beyond the classic red top

pie, adventurous visitors can try white
pizza with ricotta and garlic or flavorful
spedialty toppings that complement the iconic
base.

Whether you're a lifelong local or a pizza
pilgrim exploring Montgomery County’s best,
Red Top Pizza by Penny’s delivers a slice of
history — and a seriously delicious one at that.

Have you ever wan
to try Red Top Piz

Nowr 1s a chance to give us a {ry.
Gather your family & friends

with some Red Top Pizza

f

Pizzas | Strombolis | Calzones & mo

Ask about our specials!
8 W. Ridge Pike, Limerick, PA, 19468

E

-

.
-
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-
_—

-5 LUNCH
SPECIAL

$9.50

www.qf:u..n.‘t-l]5I1.*1.'!|Il|:t'r.¢-:’1l'|:|
st Cenbury Laﬁ: & Laf:n:nng &10-323-4004
‘ ' CIWILIZER-BimG

It Lhe Cavuml w

“A Restawrant Like No Other”

RS e

1534 Monanmyay Mol

Fied s on [l at Gracie's 11 Century Cafe and Catering Pine Farge, P, 19544

tuncheons Famous for

Dinners Hand-Carved
Beer. Beef &
ﬂﬂﬂktﬂllﬁ Home-made

ml e e ]

: Priesimsty Enapﬂﬂr Sﬂup'

LUNCHEQNS - DINNERE
BEER - COCKTAILS

*= Broasted Chicken
= Burgers ~ Steaks ~ Hoagics

- H|:||||n. -~ S lails ~ Sicdes
= Kid's hMeals

* Milkshakes

= Party Orders

Far in. Take Ot or
Delivery

M o

The “Art”
of Speck’s ¢

Culinary art is the creative skill of
turning simple ingredients into
something  special—where
chopping, mixing, cooking, and
serving come together like a
performance. While many restaurants
showcase their artistry with elaborate plating,
using elegant dishes, sauces, and edible
flowers, Speck’s offers a different kind of
beauty: timeless flavor, fast service, and
unbeatable value.

Though famous for their award-winning
fried chicken and coleslaw, Speck’s has much
more to offer. Customers also rave about their
burgers, hot dogs, cheesesteaks, hoagies,
salads, daily soups and specials. \Whether you
dine in or take out, Speck’ is a perfect choice
for parties, picnics, tailgates, or just a quick bite.

For over 70 years, Speck’s has been serving
quality food at reasonable prices. Their
motto—Fast, Affordable & Delicious—is
the foundation of everything they do.

Personal 10" Pizza (Toppings $2 Extra)

Side Salad & Drink
AVAILABLE THURSDAY - SUNDAY, 112

68 W. Ridge Pike,
Limerick, PA 7194568
610-489-3635
warw.redtoppirza. net

RED TOPF PIZZA
BY PEMHNY'S

o, h

And in keeping with their down-to-earth
approach and environmental values, most
meals are served simply, in paper wraps,
boxes, or on classic paper plates.

You can order online for pickup or delivery
at Specks.dine.online.

Come taste a tradition that's stood the test of
time—they'd love to share their “art” with you!

CALL 610.323.6253 TO PROMOTE YOUR
BUSINESS IN THE DINING GUIDE

JANUARY 2026
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NOW
ENROLLING!

Irmtmis. Toddlarn Freschaal
Fiwr K 1 il fge

Why Choose Us?
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oment

Callus today! G 10-&00-BSHT

L R E e LR bRy |

Two conwvanient |locations:

30 &, Reading Ave,, Boyeriown, B 19512
100D E Main Sireef, Morrstonm, Fa 19401

thaauinlagplacei@yahon.com

Kim Stingla, Owner

Hiurs:
Monday-Friday 24, - TP
Saturday S - 3P0

= Dinlne Sereces
* Messenger Senvice
* Tille Translars
¢ I Transit Platas
*ATY & Snowmaolyile
& Boal Translers

Be Part of the
Bigger Picture!

The Poitstown Rotary Club
Wants You!

Join Rotary's 1.2 million neighbors,
friends, leaders, and problem-solvers
who see a world where people unite
and take action to create lasting
change — across the globe, in our
communities, and in ourselves.

Please call Amira Heim
at 6710.416.2999 to learn more!

www.pottstownrotary.org

Bills Auto Repair Service

Welcome to Bills Auto Repair Service
your neighborhood auto repair shop with
deep local roots. We're proud to carry
forward the legacy of a trusted business
that has served our community for over
38 years—now under new, family owner-
ship.

As a family-owned and community-
focused shop, we believe in treating
every customer like a neighbor. Our
certified technicians bring decades of
experience and genuine care to every job,
whether it's a simple oil change or a
complex repair. We take pride in honest
work, fair prices, and the kind of friendly

service that keeps our customers coming
back generation after generation.

At Bills Auto Repair Service, we're not
just fixing cars — we're helping our
friends and neighbors stay safe on the
road. We're honored to continue this
long-standing tradition of trust and
reliability right here in our hometown.

Stop by anytime — our family is here to
keep your family moving Bills Auto Repair
Service is located at 1650 New Schuylkill
Road, Pottstown, PA 19465. For additional
information, please call 610.326.9882 and
visit www.Billsautorepair.shop.

il
AUTO REPAILIR

610-326-9882

Billsautorepair.shop

Serving our
community for
over 38 years —
now under new,
family ownership!

1650 New Schuylkill Rd.

Pottstown, PA 19465

ROUTE 422 BUSINESS ADVISOR 422business.com and 422bizmag.com

JANUARY 2026




AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES GUIDE

Est. 1961

Red Kg[‘f‘?"‘ AUTO
REPA.RS.-

— SPECIALIZING N ———————

MERCEDES-BENZ — A —

610-326-5754 - www. kieffersauto.net
1404 Ben Franklin Highway, Douglassville, PA 195148

Mobile Chassis Rescue

Auto Restoration Services
Chassis Frotection with Yool Wax
Coating Rust Protection

Cars: $350

Pickup Trucks & SUVs: 5400
5000 of Znd vehicle game day treatment)

Jason Chairs

610-425-7044

wwnwl. mobilechassisrescue. cam

CJs aito

Be Weather Ready.

Shop our selection of all
season tires with 3 peak
mountain snowflake in-store
or online!

What you drive on matters!

We Buy, Sell, and Consign
Classic, Antigue and
Everyday Preowned Vehicles

1041 Washington Straet
Reading, PA 13601

www.mcgintymotorcars.com
Pat McGinty- owner

267-446-3504 cell
610-743-3946 office

FAWLY OWWED & SPERATES SWCE raT

3 SAME DAY SERWICE
FTTRE SERVICE POTTSTOWN

Eidgeatoss - Fwatons — Fusion 610-326-2326

Gnndyaar — Kally — Duinlap
Nic:halin — Uniroyal - B F Goedeich 8 i
Carilinental — Sl - Carkksbe 13749 E, -':;m"‘j'{l“ Fd
Parformanes HiE e Pollstown, PA 124835
Touring LS MOM-FRI 8-5+ BAT 8-12

AN Ssasan Radlsl Tiras
* Campuienzed Whael Sligrmeant |

Hil;m_nq « COMPLETE AUTDO & g, v
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:':I:: Year-round performance

;}{ Severe snow rated

::I;: Superior hydroplaning resitance
::}; Unmatched dry handling

Family Owned Since 1977 | 19 Locations | Shop online: CJTIRE.COM | We Keep Things MOVING.
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A Better Setting
for Better
Conversations

Bally Spring Inn offers private
meeting and retreat space on a
peaceful 60-acre countryside estate.
Designed for strategy sessions,
workshops, appreciation events, and
corporate gatherings, our historic
property pairs focused, distraction-
free spaces with chef-prepared
catering and onsite lodging for up to
50 guests.

Whether you're planning a single-day
meeting or a full retreat, we make it
seamless, comfortable, and
thoughtfully hosted.

Plan your next meeting or retreat
Bally Spring Inn | Barto, PA
610.845.3500 | ballyspringinn.com
sales@ballyspringinn.com
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